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Club Dates 
Working Bee   10.00 am  First Saturday of the month 
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CONROD Deadline  12.00pm  Friday following Committee Meeting 
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OMES was very well represented at the last month's Otago Boat & 
Outdoor Show with an impressive display of something like forty 
model boats of all sizes, scales and descriptions.  A temporary pond 
was created with pea-straw bales (thanks to Nichol's Garden Centre) 
and heavy black polythene and was constantly in use.  It made me 
proud to be associated with the club.  Well done, guys!  This weekend 
a dozen or so boaties are taking part in the Lawrence Heritage Week-
end festivities so the club will be on show again. 
 
Another couple of Members are sought to boost the Health-&-Safety 
Committee.  No particular skills are required apart from common 
sense, and it's not a heavy commitment, but it is an important aspect 
of running the club, especially when we have members of the public 
in attendance. 
 
The project to re-power the club's electric locos is proceeding with 
trials of the new set-up almost complete and going well.  The Commit-
tee has ordered another set of 
components to enable a second loco to be similarly upgraded. 
 
Remember to mark your diaries with the two significant events com-
ing up - the end-of-year catered dinner in the clubrooms on Saturday 
17th December and of course Festival-Week from the 4th to the 12th of 
February.  With both events, the greater the participation the better 
they'll be. 
 
For the November General Meeting there is no speaker arranged so it 
will be a “Bits on the Table” night with examples of the latest work 

from all three Groups.  
Bring your models or 
parts of them to let us all 
see what you've been up 
to, and enjoy the fellow-
ship. 

From the President - Michael Forrest 
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Keith Murphy’s Karere Photo: Lachlan Clark 

Photo: Lachlan Clark 
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Editor’s Desk - Lachlan Clark 
As the cover page suggests  it has been an eventful month for many of our members.  Gary 
kindly supplied the photo showing the impressive display of model boats at the biannual 
boat show held at the Edgar Centre.  From all accounts the display was well received with 
plenty of interest generated.   
 
Labour Weekend also proved productive for many with the added time in the workshop.  
Some members took the opportunity to travel South to the Great Little Train Show hosted 
by the Invercargill club.  This was a very successful couple of days with great weather and 
the expected great southern hospitality the club down south shows.  Also shown on the 
cover is Marcelo taking a break from proceedings at the boat pond and Colin and Des rub-
bing shoulders with Invercargill’s recently re-elected mayor, Tim Shadbolt.   
 
Ashburton and Christchurch were also on the cards for some members.  See the Scale Rail-
way report on page 8 for Brian Niven’s run down on the Christchurch Little Train Show.  The 
picture below from Chris also stands out this month with Doug Stokes 3.5” Tich being re-
united with Evening Star at the Ashburton 3.5” Gauge Rally.  Chris has reached a milestone 
this month in his progress on Evening Star with the loco now running on air.  Check out the 
video here (https://www.facebook.com/OtagoModelEngineering/videos/).   
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A very happy Des with Butch Photo: Lachlan Clark 

Titch and Evening Star reunited Photo: Chris Kennedy 

https://www.facebook.com/OtagoModelEngineering/videos/
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Please note in your diaries that the Nelson club is 
hosting the MEANZ convention in January 2018.  
Steam and Cinders will run from the 4th to the 8th of 
January 2018 and it would be great to see a good 
turnout from OMES.   
 
While talking about the happenings around the upper 
South Island, the Marlborough club, based in Blen-
heim, has recently had the first run on their extended 
raised track.  When I was passing through in January I 
stopped in and had a nosey around the track and they 
were well underway with the earthworks.  The track 
is now approximately 560 metres long up from 400 
metres.  Great to see!    
 

Many thanks to all  who contributed this month.  As 
always, please get in touch if you have something to 
publish.   
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Southland Great Little Train Show - Colin Downing 
We arrived at Invercargill about 9.30 on the Saturday morning to a lovely sunny warm still 
day.  OMES was well represented on the railway with Des Burrow, Lachlan Clark, Colin and 
Jillian Downing, Chris Kennedy, Kevin Horne and Ngaire.  Boats; Bruce and Marcelo Milne, 
and Keith Murphy. Scale Railway; Brian Niven and Ken Devlin. 
  
We had a great day on the railway with over 
1200 rides for the day.  Large crowds of peo-
ple just kept on coming with queue’s 80 me-
ters long (just like OMES used to have at the 
festival procession night).  Sunday again was a 
warm still day with again a large crowd of 
public and when we left to come home at 
about 3pm train rides were over 2000 for the 
weekend, the clubs goal and best numbers 
ever.   
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Ken Mc Intyre with Phantom at the 
Christchurch convention in 2014 
Photo: Lachlan Clark 

Blenheim in January Photo: Lachlan 
Clark 

Peter Metcalf’s DFT 

Keith and Marcelo 
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The Saturday night dinner was of a very high standard, ca-
tered for by Eric Shackel and wife Pam.  Guest of honour was 
Invercargill Mayor Tim Shadbolt and his wife and son.  Tim 
had spent some hours at the show during the day also.  He 
gave a speech at the dinner and had the 80 odd guests in fits 
of laughter telling us of some of his experiences. Jillian won 
his autographed book in a raffle.  It is easy to see how Inver-
cargill has flourished under his mayoralty.   
 
A big thank you to the hospitality shown to us visitors by the 
Southland Club and to the two keen young guys who assisted 
in the steaming bays.  There were 13 locos present on the 
Saturday some of which we had not seen before.  The layouts 
in the two badminton club halls were also a brilliant show. 
  
The club is certainly on a roll with new electric locos coming 
on stream.  Peter Metcalf only completed his beautiful DX 
"Kiwi Rail" loco on Friday evening and only had a couple of 
minor hiccups over the weekend. Keith Murphy sold a boat 
and an Invercargill member purchased a loco also from a visi-
tor so that is another one to add to the clubs fleet.  Well 
done S.S.M.E and great to see what a dedicated united group 
of members they are all pulling in the same direction. 
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Peter Metcalf’s DFT 

Laser cut balsa model 

Lego trains 

Aluminium Boat 

Andrew Roberts 060 Tank 

Andrew Roberts 060 Tank 
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As you may be aware Conrod is distributed internationally to like minded model engineers 
around the world.  Over the clubs 80 year history many of our past members have moved to 
locations all round the globe and this month we hear from one such member, Gus van der 
Veldt, all the way  from Germany. 
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For those that do not know me, I am Gus van der Veldt, I used to live in Karitane and 
Waikouaiti.  I was a member of the O.M.E.S. for about 24 years. I worked at Cherry Farm 
hospital for 27 years as a Nursing assistant. 
 
My time as a member of the club was very nice 
and I had lots of fun being that.  I remember a 
number of names when I read the CONROD 
which I receive per e mail since August this 
year. I took up contact with Brian Niven and got 
a positive answer from him; thank you Brian!! 
  
I am planning to build a Vulcan railcar in the 5” 
scale. It will be a bigger model with a length of 
1837 mm. I hope to use electric motors, 3 
pieces from little electric scooters. The wish is 
that I report on the progress of this model in 
the coming CONRODS. 
 
The start of this report had to be postponed for 
a couple of weeks, because I had a fall yester-
day and I have a beautiful black right eye. I tried 
to dive through the terrace stone plates but it 
didn’t work. Overnight I was in hospital, but got 
home again the following afternoon. No perma-
nent damage but it brakes the speed of writing. 
  
 

5” Gauge Vulcan Railcar - Gus van der Veldt 

The left hand side of the motor bogie, this is how I see it from the drawing and pictures. 
Please correct me if I am wrong!  

The bogie side with the different plates 
and space between the body floor and the 
bogie plate. Also seen is the motor plate 
to the left. The hole in the centre will be 
used to put the driving gear to the axle. I 
am thinking of using flat belts with teeth, I 
can not remember what they are called in 
English. My German dictionary does not 
say that. In my hobby catalogue they are 
called: Zahn flach riemen.  
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How does one start writing about a hobby 
project..... 
Good, here we go then: 
When I live in New Zealand, I had no real 
interest in NZ railways. But in the last few 
years I did take an interest and I also re-
ceived the railway journal for a good 
number of years. Until I had to give that 
up. 
 
There was a report on the Vulcan in that 
magazine and a few months ago, I got the 
idea of building one. 
 
I hope to be able to take part in a private 
model railway in the 5” and 7 1/4” scale, 
that will be laid here in our city called Ai-
chach. The length of the model will be 
1837 mm. 
 
So I got the drawing scaled up from 3/16 scale to 5”. We have a plotter at work that makes 
drawings in a big size. Then, because the drawing is in some parts a bit poor and inaccurate, 
I started drawing different parts in the right size by hand. Photo’s are also very rare of the 
details that I need. On the internet there are many pictures but most of them from an angle 
of the front or rear, not one of the roof (above view), and not one of the inside for the 
rounding of the ceiling. No close up details of the bogies and parts on them. The drawing 
(3/16) itself has everything on it, but I think in a poorer way. The pictures in the journal are 
also not too clear or are too far away to see things clearly. Not to forget, only a few pictures 
that are useful!! I do not mean to run down this very good magazine, not at all!!! It is a very 
good, useful, and informative magazine…. It is a real pity I had to give it up…. 
 
I think I used about 5 days work to draw the plans I have now. If I can picture these too and 
send them as attachments to my mails, I am not sure yet. 
 
I also have to make a compromise, and make the track width 127 mm and not 89 which 
would be the right size. We have 5” and 7 ¼” scales, these are then 127 and 187 mm. I am 
not sure on the 187 mm. 
 
It will not look right to the N.Z. people, but 
here no one knows that, only me and the 
partner I will be with to run those trains. I 
have no pictures yet. 
 
Greetings,  
 
Gus. 
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This is the entrance with the toilet and guard 
compartments. 

The driver, motor and luggage compartments.  
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First up at our October meeting was Barry 
Stoddart who had acquired a 2-4-0 loco of un-
known manufacture purchased on the web. 
It’s made in brass, but no other markings can 
be seen. Some discussion suggested it could 
be a Mantua kit, however Barry would be 
pleased if someone can identify it. 
 
Ferg Chalmers has had trouble getting the 
sound on his Class 60 loco working with his 
computer program.  He emailed Hornby and 
found his model is fitted with a Loksound 
sound decoder, whereas currently available 
locos have had TTS Sound (“Twin Track 
Sound”) fitted since 2014. This enabled him to 
sort out the problem. 
 
John Knight had acquired a Kato power bogie 
(~ 25mm wheelbase), and thought this might 
be useful for a Vulcan railcar model in NZ120 
scale.  He then obtained some side view pic-
tures, and a floorplan of the Vulcan, and used 
a spreadsheet to convert from known dimen-
sions to the scale size required. Since a variety 
of articles made in differing materials are able 
to be printed on these days, he figured that 
he could get these printed onto thin plastic 
sheet, then glue this on to thicker plastic to 
make a body.  

Scale Railway Group - Brian Niven 
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Union station 

Marklin Snowplough 

Glen Anthony's outdoor layout 

Barry’s mystery loco 
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However the print shop could only print on OHP transparency 
sheets. He posed two questions : can this be glued? …and what 
glue to use? No useful answers were forthcoming, so if you 
have any ideas please let John know. 
 
Finally, Ken Devlin and I visited the Christchurch Model Train 
Show on the first weekend in October. This is the largest show 
in the South Island with more than 40 layouts and 22 trade, kin-
dred society and 2nd hand tables. Scales ranged from N (1:160) 
to G (1:22.5). Some superb modelling was seen, particularly in 
the NZR and bush tramway exhibits. The weekend was rounded 
out with visits to Glen Anthony’s G scale outdoor layout and to 
Christchurch Society M.E.E at Halswell Domain. 
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Kerosene Creek 

At CSMEE Track 

Hornby Dublo 

Fred’s Farmlet 

Cheasie Flats 

U-Drive Layout Running Repairs 

Rimu Flat 

On30 Warf Scene 

Marklin Crocodile 
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Ten members turned up for our October meeting and we started with notices. 
 

Notices 
The Boat and Outdoor show at the Edgar Centre went well with approx 16 members work-
ing a roster for boats on the pond.  The interest and feedback shown by the public was all 
very positive and we also made some useful contacts with other clubs.  We are already in-
vited back by the organiser for the next event in two years time.  Thanks to all who were 
able to contribute for the display and boating on the pond. 
 

At the above event we were invited by Roger Anderson from the Tuapeka Vintage Club in 
Lawrence to come to their Heritage Day on the 6th of November 2016 and bring some 
boats for their pond.  They intend to have machinery displays, gold panning, wool craft, 
stall holders and Bell View Garden Tours and having some boats on the pond would be an-
other attraction.  They would provide tea, coffee and a barbeque to keep us fed. 
 

We also made contact with Warwick Graham from the Ravensbourne Yachting Club and 
they have given us some redundant spinnakers and a main sail for our model yachts.  P.S. 
John Anderson has already used some for his 66% Footy yacht that sailed very well during 
our midweek boating session on the 17th. 
 

The midweek boating group had one session on the pond since the last meeting and also 
supported two birthday parties during the month.  Again thank you for your support. 
 

We also invitation from the Invercargill folk to come to their "Great Little Train Show" over 
Labour weekend. 
 

The outing to the Otago Maritime Societies venue on 22nd September was enjoyed by all of 
our members. 
 

The boat launching/retriever is in the process of being made by Ian Marsh. 
 

Keith Murphy has made a new seat near the far end of the pond as the original had seen 
better days. 
 

Boat Group - Henry Goosselink, Photos John Anderson 
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Bits on the Table 
Henry Goosselink had brought along two of his first boats 
as he couldn't remember which one was his first.  The 
small Fizz boat 350mm LOA was made from a cornflake 
packet cut and taped together.  The outside then re-
ceived a layer of fibreglass tissue while the inside was 
given two coats of thinned turpentine based varnish 
50/50 to seal and harden the cardboard.  The outside 
was painted with oil based paint.  The second boat, 
approx 550mm long was made using Formica for the hull 
panels and pulled into shape using the stitch and sew 
method using fine copper wire.  The inside joints were 
taped with 25mm wide strips of glass cloth fibre glassed 
into place.  The copper wire was then cut from the out-
side, deck stringers fitted to the sides and stern and the 
deck glued down and held down with masking tape. 
 

Brian Nunn's first model started in 1959 and was a bread 
and butter construction of the Swordsman, a popular 
model in the 1950s - 1960s.  It was put aside for a while 
and finished in 1962.  He had used metal scriber and steel 
ruler to mark the planks on the deck and gone over with 
an old drawing nib using Indian ink.  The deck was then 
stained and varnished. 
 

Keith Murphy's first effort at modelling where some small 
carpet boats for his son to play with and a small free-
running yacht approx 500mm LOA.  This was constructed 
using the plank on frame method. 
 

Gary Douglas had forgotten to bring his first model and 
will bring it next time.  It was a cabin cruiser with an in-
ternal E.D. Hunter motor at 1.5cc.  A shoe lace was used 
to start it but it wasn't easy to start and much more time 
was spent trying to start it than running it.  For his cur-
rent project he has made a rudder and is ready for fibre 
glassing the hull. 
 

Murray Vince had made two very nice seats for the Ferry 
captain to sit on and had also made the control panels, 
steering wheels and gauges for his double ended model 
that is about to have the glazing fitted.  Murray's first 
model was the dredge "Otago" and too big to lug up the 
stairs. 
 

Ian Marsh's first model was a straight runner attached to 
a fishing line to reel it back in as no radio gear was fitted.  
He had also made the prop shaft, rudder assembly, the 
deck house and cabin for his new model. 
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Kevin Gamble is working on his model of a German "Vorpostenboot" (VP-Boats, flak ships 
or outpost boats. They were used around coastal areas and in coastal operations, and were 
tasked with, among other things, coastal patrol, ship escort, and naval combat,. ref Wikipe-
dia).  It is a converted coaster fitted with one big gun up front and two smaller guns aft.  
They were used during WWII as an armed trawler for coastal defence and mine layer. 
 

John Anderson brought some Panasonic Eneloop rechargeable NiMH batteries.  They come 
fully charged and are guaranteed to hold 70% of their charge after 10 years unlike normal 
NiMH batteries that self discharge much more quickly.  The AA battery comes in 2000 and 
2450mAh capacities and AAAs in 800 and 900mAh.  John also brought along two super 
glues, a thin and a medium that he has been using.  
They are "Great Planes" brand, are available at Toy 
World and he has found them to be very good. 
 

Next Meeting 
For next month we propose to start with boats on 
the pond a 7pm followed with bits on the table, 
workshop and any first boats we didn't see last 
meeting. 

Engineering Group - Russell Clark 

Model Engineering has in days gone by involved a considerable amount  experimentation.  
This experimentation involves thinking outside of the square and coming up 
with a solution to a problem which may have been borne out of a lack of tech-
nical knowledge, lack of skill based knowledge (the tricks of the trade) or limi-
tations placed on the modeller due to the  availability of materials or equip-
ment to complete a given task. 
 
This need to experiment  has certainly been evident in the clubs older mem-
bers but I fear, is an element of model engineering that is becoming less prac-
tised. Clearly there are a considerable number of factors  influencing the way 
the modern hobby of model engineering is conducted. 
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Boiler Inspectors  
Des Burrow 
454 5565 
Colin Downing 
454 2528 
Logan McGhie 
476 1425 
Allan Stevens  
455 8665  
Jim Woods 
476 1369 
 
Boiler Records 
Geoff French 
454 2171 

Russell’s  3.5” Coal Wagon. Photo: Lachlan Clark 
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Todays model engineers have well equipped workshops that our predecessors could only 

dream about  and easy access to all the materials and advice you could wish for through the 

internet.  The globalisation of the hobby has allowed many to move away from the “hobby” 

to become professional modellers and suppliers of parts for the more difficult elements of 

the hobby.  This is a two edged sword of course allowing more people to participate in the 

hobby, enabling models to be completed more quickly and to a much higher overall stan-

dard.  What is lost, or rather not experienced, is learning and developing new skills through 

“doing” and experimentation and learning from ones own mistakes. Some may say “not a 

big loss” - I beg to differ. 
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Russell shaping the dome on Titch.  
Photo: Russell Clark 

Geoff’s tube bender. Photo Geoff French 

5” Jersey Lilly Frame Mock Up.  These will be cut out of 3mm plate.   Photo Geoff French 

Evening Star on trial run. Photo Chris Kennedy 

Doug Stokes Titch, (Not in Chch) at the 
Ashburton 3.5” Rally. Photo Chris Kennedy 

Jim with Bantam Cock at Ashburton. Photo 
Chris Kennedy 
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Bookings - Michael Forrest and Kevin Gamble 

It is up to the Day Con-
troller to phone the 
other 3 men of his team 
and ensure they will be 
available for the func-
tion.  The Day Controller 
is also the go-to person 
to liaise as necessary with the hirer/party organiser, and should meet them as soon as they arrive onsite and see if 
they’re OK about everything.  
 

As each booking is received and confirmed it will be allocated to the next team on the roster.  If you are unavail-
able to take your turn it is up to you to find a substitute, either by swapping with someone else or by arranging for 
a ‘Spare Member’ to take your place.  Please then inform the Day Controller so he knows whom to expect on the 
day.  As I am now handling the bookings I shall inform and remind the Day Controller.   

 Day Controller Phone Member 2 Phone Member 3 Phone Member 4 Phone 

1 Gary Douglas 4767311 Kevin Gamble 4554547 Bob Newbury 4763892 Mark Hughes 4552870 

2 Colin Downing 4542528 Murray Gibb 4898489 Des Burrows 4545565 Ross Nicholls 0212247620 

3 Michael Forrest 4551642 Henry Gooselink 4883284 Max Harvey 07421080 Anna Harvey 07421080 

4 Ian Marsh 4892267 Brian McCammon 4883828 Ross Jamieson 4727260 Keith Murphy 4731740 

5 Michael O’Cain 4882075 Brian Niven 4554491 Glen Lawrence 4883826 Brian Nunn 4554658 

7 Terry Smith 4545697 Hamish Tyson 4762116 Bruce Milne 4544471 Stuart Reid 4553406 

8 Kevin Gamble 4554547 Brian Wolff 4727749 John Anderson 4543542 Stuart Robertson 0211480683 

Leslie Bennett 4763852 Lawrence Clarke 4738684 Geoff French 4542172 

John Nelson 4892942 Colin Nicholls 4545432 Barry Stoddard 4876128 

Lance Wild 4728603 Colin Winter 4564382 Jon Winton 4542950 

Bill King 4881518 Ron Johnstone 4556623 Allen McGregor 4767666 

Gordon Rusbatch 4544800 Glen Rusbatch 4544800     

Team Date Time Description #Attn Note 

5 Sun 20 
Nov 

12.30 to 
3.00 

Christmas Party 
Cadbury Social Club 

75 Desna Johns 

TT Tue 22 
Nov 

10.00 to 
12.30 

Vera Hayward Centre 
Jo Deaker 

30 Pre-Schoolers 

 Sat 26 
Nov 

 Christmas Party 
St Pat’s Lodge 

  

TT Thu 1 Fri 2 
Dec 

9.00 to 
11.30 

Caversham Baptist Play 
Group - Julie Blair 

20-30  

7 Sun 4 
Dec 

1.30 to 
3.30 

Birthday Party 
Amanda George 

20  

TT Thu 8 
Dec 

1.00 to 
2.00 

Visit 
Sarah Lewis 

3  
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Once again planning is under way for this important event on the club calendar.   
The annual Exhibition - Festival-Week - will be held from Saturday 4th February to Sunday 
12th February 2017 including Waitangi Day. 
 

This is the opportunity to entertain the community and share our passion for model engi-
neering and modelling. 
 

It is the chance to showcase our hobby and demonstrate what can be achieved as well as to 
attract new members who wish to learn and share with us their knowledge. 
 

A successful exhibition also ensures that we are able to maintain the club’s facilities and 
make improvements. 
 

As always we need the support of our Members to ensure the success of this event.  Visi-
tors from other clubs are always welcome. 

 

Festival Week Exhibition - John Nelson (Co-ordinator) 
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 Hayden with Maise.  

Jim with Russell’s Traction Engine.  

Russell’s Earnslaw Bantam Cock 

Photos: Chris Kennedy 
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Sender: 
 
Otago Model Engineering Society 
1 John Wilson Drive 
 
P.O. BOX 2163 
South Dunedin 

Health and Safety  
Report 
At least they have their Hi-Vis on. 
Source: Pinterest 

«First Name»  «Last Name» 
 
«Address» 
«Suburb» 
«City» 
«Post Code» 

https://nz.pinterest.com/marysichel/safety/

