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From the President - Michael Forrest 

Our friend and highly esteemed Life Member, Charlie Crossan, was fare-
welled on Wednesday 18th January with a very appropriate service.  The 
person officiating was a long-time family friend of the Crossans so she 
knew them well and made this a truly personal funeral.  Bob Newbury 
spoke on behalf of OMES, and there were many members in atten-
dance.  It was a fitting goodbye to such a clever, skilled, helpful, cheer-
ful and humble Model Engineer. 
 
By the time you read this Festival-Week will be under way.  Prepara-
tions have fallen into place, a goodly number of models – not only from 
Members -- is expected, and there is a positive atmosphere of anticipa-
tion building up.  All we need now is good weather (Please!) and lots of 
Members present to have another successful fund-raiser. 
 
Two re-motored electric locos (1 club and 1 Private) will be available for 
Festival-Week, with the third, as yet not upgraded, loco on stand-by 
should it be needed (but this is not considered likely).  Once again many 
thanks to Brian Niven for the long hours he is putting into this and to 
everyone helping him.  The new ladder is in place in the steaming-up 
shed and I have ascended it to walk on the mezzanine and prove it 
serves its purpose. 
 
Nominations have closed for the new Executive and Committee to be 
elected at the AGM on Monday 13th March (details elsewhere in this 
issue).  However no-one has been nominated for the essential position 
of Secretary, so if you have any skills in this area please have yourself 
nominated and seconded from the floor at the meeting.  Another No-
tice-of-Motion to reduce the size of the Committee will be debated, the 
main driving force behind this being that our present Committee is dis-
proportionately large for the current size of the membership. 
 
There will be no speaker or program for the February General Meeting, 
which will be on the very next day after the end of Festival-Week, but 
of course there will be a review of the event, plus there is a very impor-
tant matter of club business to discuss.  The Committee has decided not 
to hold a March General Meeting immediately after the end of the 
AGM, because last year the Membership didn't want it – they were 
“Meeting'd out” by then - and unlike last year there will have been a 
February General Meeting this year.  A good attendance is required at 
both these meetings for them to be successful, and as always Bits on 
the Table will be welcome. 

Photo: Lachlan Clark 
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By the time you read this Festival week will be in full swing.  I write this as I sit in the 
plane returning to Wellington, I couldn’t miss the clubs biggest event of the year!  Festival 
Week is a unique opportunity to display the clubs modeling achievements, share the 
hobby, and enjoy the nine day long operating schedule with the public both young and 
old.  I will leave it till next month to produce a full report on Festival Week so the whole 
event can be reported on.  This issue is really about offering an update on what members 
have been up to over the summer break.   
 
Waitangi Weekend is a busy one on the model engineering calendar up and down the 
country.  In Wellington, the Hutt Valley model engineers are running over the three days.  
A few weeks back it was interesting to see Bill Phillips take a crack at double heading his 
Simplex and B1 on the Petone raised track.  It looked impressive with close coupling and 
both engines ticking over as they made their way round the track. 
 
Also on this Waitangi weekend is the opening of the recently extended Blenheim track. All 
the best to the club and we look forward to some photos from Jim Woods who will be in 
attendance.    

In the News 
The first train to run direct from China 
to Britain freight train arrived in Lon-
don  this last month after the 18 day 
trip  across Europe. The train passed 
through Russia, Poland, Germany and 
France on the  12,000km trip.   
Source: Reuters 
 

Editor’s Desk - Lachlan Clark 
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Photo: Lachlan Clark 

Photo: Lachlan Clark 

http://www.reuters.com/article/us-china-britain-train-idUSKBN1521YP
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The Committee has received nominations for all 
positions except Secretary.  So if any member 
wants to volunteer for this position please let the 
Secretary know 
 
The Committee has also received one notice-of-
motion that proposes a reduction in the number 
of committee members. The committee is cur-
rently waiting on further information in support 
of the motion.  
 
All details will be published in the agenda which 
will be available from the 3rd March 2017. 
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AGM Update - Mike O’Cain (Secretary) 

Festival Week - Lachlan Clark 
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Boat Group - Henry Gooselink, Photos John Anderson 
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For our January meeting we started at 7pm with boats on 
the pond, followed by our meeting upstairs at 8pm with 12 
members present. 
 
Notices 
Ian Marsh has finished the boat launching/retrieving device 
and this will be installed before festival week. 
 
Tony and Theresa Roche will be celebrating their 60th wed-
ding anniversary on Thursday 26th January and Tony in-
tends to put on an afternoon tea for the boating group fol-
lowing a 1pm session on the pond.  Note: confirmation 
later as this is weather dependant. 
 
Les Bennett is selling his boats.  Anyone interested contact 
Les. 
 
Midweek boating managed to have a few sessions on the 
pond since our last meeting.  We also had a good start for 
2017 with 10 boats including 5 yachts on the pond and 13 
members present on Wednesday morning the 11th Janu-
ary. 
 
Group leader Henry indicated his intention to step down at 
the February meeting, after 2 years. 
 
Festival week 4th - 12th February 2017, members were re-
quested to write their names down for their involvement 
for this major event on the roster. 
 
Bits on the Table 
Murray Vince had completed the glazing of the two wheel 
houses on the Stockholm Strom and he had used thin Per-
spex and superglue for this.  He had also made the boxes 
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for the life jackets.  The life raft canisters have been 
moulded using one layer of fibreglass cloth in an 
existing mould, however because the canisters on 
this boat are longer than the existing mould, two 
had to be joined together to get the right size.  He 
had also cast and painted the captain for the 
wheelhouse.  Bruce Milne had made the various 
parts for the cabin of his model of an oil rig tender.  
The cabin is almost ready for painting and installing 
the glazing. 
 
Keith Murphy had designed and made a yacht in 
order to utilise a set of sails that he had laying 
about.  He had it out for a sail on its maiden voyage 
and it sailed OK but he considers that there are 
quite a few improvements that can be made for 
optimal performance as it tended to stall in its pre-
sent state. 
 
It was good to have Stuart Reid back on deck after 
his hip operation.  Stuart has been working on one 
of the boats that he had bought at one of the auc-
tions last year.  Ron Johnston had experienced 
some very strong winds while at Otematata with 
his awning blowing down three times and being 
damaged, this necessitated some urgent repairs.   
 
Barry Stoddart had been working on his model 
train set and is going to refurbish the Elsie Evens 
boat that he purchased from Les Bennett.  John 
Anderson had made a new jib for his Footy yacht 
and is also still in the process of painting the 
wooden windows of his house and water blasting 
the stucco.  Vaughan Peterson has also been paint-
ing the stucco on his new house.  Murray Vince had purchased a smoke generator for use 
in his model of the dredge and is hopeful to have it all installed and working for festival 
week. 
 
Gary Douglas has almost finished his new fishing boat model, installing the prop shaft and 
getting on with the paint job.  He also had a set of prices and kit information from Polly 
Model Engineering for steam loco kits available from them in the UK. 
 
Ian Marsh had some good runs with his model jet boat on Lake Aviemore.  The model is 
1/4 scale of his large jet boat and when mounted on top of the full size one created quite 
some interest from the campers.  He had also been working on the deck of his fishing 
boat model, the lifting device for the pond at the club and the conversion of the clubs 
electric loco's with new permanent magnet motors, increasing their running time on a 
battery charge very considerably. 
 
Next Meeting 
For our next meeting we will have bits on the table and workshop. B
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The January group meeting was attended by nine mem-
bers and given the time of year not a bad turn out. 
 
Members have been working on a wide variety of pro-
jects many model engineering related and others of a 
more domestic nature. 
 
Jim Woods has been spreading his workshop time 
around between painting his Isle of Man engine, com-
pleting modifications to his dynamometer car and con-
tinuing work on the control gear of his CNC mill. 
 
Murray Wright has spent some time mak-
ing some minor changes to his Aussie 
built 3.5cc tethered car. 
 
Logan has been working on the boiler 
mounting, regulator and sight gauges for 
his loco and Des has decided to build a 
new cab for the Black Five “Doris” he is 
restoring. 
 
 

Engineering Group - Russell Clark 

E
n

g
in

e
e
ri

n
g

 G
ro

u
p

 

A 1910 Burrell 4ton Tractor that is quite rare 
in NZ. Photo: Jim W 

A 3 inch scale Burrell 3 speed agricultural 
Traction engine. English import.  
Photo: Jim W 

2 Engined gas turbine set up. Using what appears to be ex car turbo chargers. Photo: Jim W  

It was a hot and dry day, just about the first 
for many weeks. Bought out nearly all of the 
lower south island Plenty of model engineers 
attended over the Saturday and Sunday. 
Photo: Jim W. 

Photo: Russell C 
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-7.25” Tank loco with copper boiler in tidy condition.  
-Trolley with water tanks, pump and compressor. 
-Tools like blower, oil cans, etc. 
Contact the editor if you know of anything.   

The MARIE CELESTE or THE MARY CELEST (it has been called both) had a chequered ca-
reer, and sailed under various names.  With a variety of owners, all had bad luck. As we 
know the ship was found abandoned in mid ocean and everything intact, the Mess, Crews 
Quarters etc.  The thing they couldn't explain is; why the two hatch covers were missing, 
plus a removable section of the deck railing. 
 
Well try this for size, the Ship was carrying $17,000 of Methanol in barrels and like any 
inflammable, it evaporates. A rough patch of  sea, a barrel contacted another, a spark and 
WHOOMPH! 
 
The Captain on the Bridge, would have seen a large bluish transparent flame and the two 
hatch covers heading upwards.  He knew what was in the hold and immediately ordered 
ABANDON SHIP.  There was one large Lifeboat, hence the removable section of railing.   
The Captain, his family, and crew, left the ship in the Lifeboat tethered by a long line.    
The weather deteriorated and the line snapped, why the lifeboat was tethered to the 
ship, I have no idea. 
                                   
Footnote: A learned professor in Britain constructed a box with two covers to represent 
the Hold, and made some paper boxes to represent the cargo. The box was then filled 
with a similar vapour and ignited with an electrical spark WHOOMPH! The two covers 
shot skyward and the paper boxes were undamaged. 
 
While it appears entirely feasible, I think I'll be content just to look at the models on our 
pond minus bluish flames and airborne hatch covers.  
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Chris is continuing to make steady progress on his 3.5” Evening Star with the chassis now 
running on air and the tender starting to take shape. Mel on the other hand has taken up 
boat building and has two racing yachts on the go. 
 
Ken has been working on a new fuel tank for his tethered car while yours truly has done 
little but reorganise his workshop and made some new rams for his press. 
 

 
 
 

 

Wanted 

Something to Ponder - Bob Newbury 

Photos: Russell C 



Page 9 

 

Here are three pictures of the Titanic engine. I believe there were 3 of them installed. If I 
remember right, it was driven by an electric motor in this exhibition to prevent smoke 
developing in this hall. This was on 13.01.2012. 

This month I had very little time to do anything about the Vulcan car. Too many other 
things and extra work as well. Time flies by when one is busy enough with things. 
 
There will be nothing from me for the CONROD this month. I will try to do better next 
month, although I am also waiting to hear from Brian Niven, with more details that I 
need for this project. It is no good to start making parts and not knowing if they are right 
like that, (maybe other people can and might help too if they wish to do so). I have no 
objections to that and if someone likes to know things about where I live or other, let 
them mail me. I can probably not answer all questions, but I will try. 
 
It is December now and in another 3 weeks or so and Christmas will be around again. The 
year has gone by like an express train. We have no snow as yet and I am very happy 
about that.  I started writing this in November but forgot somehow that I did.  I see it is 
not too long before Christmas again. That means I need to send this to you otherwise it 
gets too late in the month.  I found something that may be of interest to some of the 
members; A few pics of a skating yacht. 
 
This is a (Dutch word), ijs zeiler. In Holland this is used on the Gouwzee and I think also 
the IJsselmeer, the lake between Amsterdam and Flevoland. IJs is ice, and zeiler is sailer. 
From sailing yacht. I hope it is understood what I mean. I think it is unknown in New Zea-
land. Are there any Dutch members in the club? Say ijs like ice, just written differently. 
We have along ij and a shortone ei. They are said with the same sound. 
 
I have Dutch model magazines called “The Model Nuilder”, de model bouwer.  This one 
was build in Detroit and publicised by the Detroit News, the newspaper there. You can 
also see these “boats” on Google under ijs zeiler. I am going to make a model of this in 
1:20, but when I get to this is at the moment a question. 
  
The hull (if you like), has a length of  3.73 m. 
The width of the hull or body is          0.54 m. 
The track width is                                2.43 m. 
The size of the sail is                          6.25 square m. 
The mast on my model will be 500 mm high. 
The weight of the whole thing is approx. 60 kilo. 
  

Titanic Engine - Gus Van der Veldt 

Skating Yacht - Gus Van der Veldt 
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The track width is meant to be the width between the 2 skates under the cross plank un-
der the seat. The front skate is ground with a V at the bottom, under 45 degrees. The 
other skates I am not sure about. I thought it could be ground one sided, but if the angle 
shows inwards or outwards, I can not tell. I think more outwards. 
 
These sailers are in different forms, to use on ice on skates, to use on wheels on the 
beach, but there have also been sailing yachts put on wheels or skates. You will see all 
these on google, inclusive the one I found in my model magazine of 1979. 
 
The builder of this model is Ebe de Jong from Heerhugowaard and the scale is 1:20.  I at-
tached a couple of pics on this email for you.   I hope it is worth the trouble.  Well, an-
other project for sailing minded model builders if they like the idea of it. If a model is big 
enough and has some weight pit in, it could ride on ice in the winds. But, don’t ask me 
how big it should be and how much weight has to be put in, it does not say anything 
about that. 
 
I think this could also be build in a size that allows RC con-
trolled. But I also think it needs to be built quite big because 
the winds will take a smaller model away to where you don’t 
want it to go so some weight would have to be added, but…. 
this is something I do not know!! 
  
Good, I will leave it here and get it send this afternoon after 
the museum time. 
 
A nice Christmas is wished for all and not to forget a happy 
new year. 

 

Festival Week  
Bob Newbury 

Very pleasing for me to see 
this queue, took me back a 
year of two! 
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Bookings - Michael Forrest and Kevin Gamble 

It is up to the Day Controller to phone the other 3 men of his team and ensure they will be available 
for the function.  The Day Controller is also the go-to person to liaise as necessary with the hirer/
party organiser, and should meet them as soon as they arrive on site and see if they’re OK about eve-
rything. 
 
As each booking is received and confirmed it will be allocated to the next team on the roster.  If you 
are unavailable to take your turn it is up to you to find a substitute, either by swapping with someone 
else or by arranging for a ‘spare Member’ to take your place.  Please then inform the Day Controller 
so he knows whom to expect on the day.  As I am now handling the bookings I shall inform and re-
mind the Day Controller.  

 Day Controller Phone Member 2 Phone Member 3 Phone Member 4 Phone 

1 Gary Douglas 4767311 Kevin Gamble 4554547 Bob Newbury 4763892 Mark Hughes 4552870 

2 Colin Downing 4542528 Murray Gibb 4898489 Des Burrows 4545565 Ross Nicholls 0212247620 

3 Michael Forrest 4551642 Henry Gooselink 4883284 Max Harvey 7421080 Anna Harvey 7421080 

4 Ian Marsh 4892267 Brian McCammon 4883828 Ross Jamieson 4727260 Keith Murphy 4731740 

5 Michael O’Cain 4882075 Brian Niven 4554491 Glen Lawrence 4883826 Brian Nunn 4554658 

6 Terry Smith 4545697 Hamish Tyson 4762116 Bruce Milne 4544471 Stuart Reid 4553406 

7 Kevin Gamble 4554547 Brian Wolff 4727749 John Anderson 4543542 Stuart Robertson 0211480683 

Lawrence Clarke 4738684 Geoff French 4542172 Day Controllers  

John Nelson 4892942 Colin Nicholls 4545432 Barry Stoddard 4876128 

Bill King 4881518 Colin Winter 4564382 Jon Winton 4542950 

  Lance Wild 4728603 Allen McGregor 4767666 

  Gordon Rusbatch 4544800 Glen Rusbatch 4544800 

Team Date Time Description #Attn Note 

3 Sat 18 
Feb 

11.30 to 
1.30 

Birthday Party 20 Jiun Ning Mar 

5 Sat 25 
Feb 

11.30 to 
1.30 

Birthday Party 20 Sandra Walker 

4 Sat 25 
Feb 

2.45 to 
4.45 

Birthday Party  Wallace Xie 

 Sat 25 
Nov 

 Christmas Party 
St Pat’s Lodge 

  

TT Mon 4 
Dec 

9.30 to 
12.00 

Christmas Party 
Community Childcare 

 Heather Fagan 

TT Wed 6 
Dec 

9.30 to 
12.00 

Christmas Party 
Community Childcare 

 Heather Fagan 
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«First Name»  «Last Name» 
 
«Address» 
«Suburb» 
«City» 
«Post Code» 

 
 

 

Sender: 
 

Otago Model Engineering Society 
1 John Wilson Drive 
 

P.O. BOX 2163 
South Dunedin 
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https://www.facebook.com/5hittyElectrical/photos/a.201339063390206.1073741828.201333420057437/628848713972570/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/5hittyElectrical/photos/a.201339063390206.1073741828.201333420057437/628848713972570/?type=3&theater

