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Club Dates 
Working Bee   10.00 am  First Saturday of the month 
General Meeting  7.30  pm  Second Monday of the month 
Boat Group   7.30  pm  First Wednesday following General Meeting 
Engineering   7.30  pm  Third Monday of the Month  
Scale Railway    7.30  pm  Each Tuesday 
Thursday Toilers  9.30  am  Each Thursday 
Committee Meeting  7.30  pm  Last Monday of the month 
CONROD Deadline  12.00pm  Friday following Committee Meeting 

1 John Wilson Drive, St Kilda, Dunedin, New Zealand 
www.omes.org.nz 

www.facebook.com/OtagoModelEngineering 

The Otago Model Engineering Society 

Celebrating 80 Years of Modelling 

CONROD is printed by: 
 

Wickliffe Limited 
11 Glenelg Street 
Phone: 466 5100 
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PATRONS  
Robert Storm  
Graham Batts  
Chris Staynes  
 
Hon Solicitor  
T.Whitcombe 
todd@ond.co.nz  
 
PRESIDENT  
Michael Forrest  
455 1642 
gemi@slingshot.co.nz 
 
SECRETARY  
Michael O’Cain  
488 2075  
mikeocain@xtra.co.nz  
 
TREASURER  
Colin Nicholls  
454 5432 
colinn@clear.net.nz  
 
COMMITTEE  
MEMBERS  
Kevin Gamble 
455 4547 
Henry Goosselink  
(Boat Rep) 
488 3284  
John Nelson 
(Vice President) 
489 2942 
Stewart Robertson 
(Scale Railway Rep) 
021 1480683  
Allan Stevens 
455 8665 
Colin Winter 
(Engineering Rep) 
456 4382 
Murray Wright   
489 4218 
  
Librarian 
Brian Niven 
bniven@maths.otago.ac.nz  
 
Bookings 
Selwyn Bennett 
455 7305 
 
Conrod Editor  
Lachlan Clark 
027 828 9809 
conrod.omes@gmail.com 
 
Safety Group 
Gary Douglas 
476 7311 
Chris Kennedy 
466 7372 
David McBride 
476 1992 
Stewart Robertson 
021 1480683  
Jim Woods 
476 1369 

The AGM has come and gone and 
was fairly well attended.  It went 
quite well except that everyone 
but John Nelson got confused 
about the proposed changes to 
the Rules around the structure of 
the Committee.  This probably 
goes a long way towards explain-
ing why they were firmly rejected.  
It's good that in a democratically 
run Society such as ours any 
Member can put such notices of 
motion forward, but they do need 
to be thoroughly thought through 
so their operation and conse-
quences are clearly understood.  
Welcome to John as the new Vice-
President and to Colin Winter as a 
new Committee-Member. 
 
Colin Downing now has a list of 
over fifty people coming to the 
80th celebration, though by the 
time you read this it will theoreti-
cally be too late to add your name 
to the list.  Payment is required 
please no later than the April Gen-
eral Meeting, and may be made 
electronically to the club's bank-
account or left (in an envelope 
with an explanation) in the Treas-
urer's box in the library. 
 
Also at the April Meeting the pro-
posed Annual Budget, which was 
overlooked at the AGM, will (if 
thought fit) be approved; and the 

ongoing silent auction of various 
donated items on display in the 
hall will be closed and the lucky 
bidders announced.  At this stage 
we don't have a speaker arranged 
but lots of Bits on the Table would 
fill the gap.  Seeing this will be the 
first General Meeting this year 
there should be some new work 
to show! 
 
Users of the boat-pond will be 
pleased with the new concrete 
laid in the launching area, making 
it less messy or slippery after rain.  
It looks good, too.  Another suc-
cessful Thursday Toilers project – 
where would we be without 
them?  Next up is the installation 
of concrete pavers in the area at 
the station where people get off 
the trains.  Painting the entrance-
foyer floor of the clubrooms and 
the exterior of the signal box, and 
replacing the handrails of the 
ramp, are on the agenda as well.  
Very many thanks indeed, guys! 
Continues Over.... 

From the President - Michael Forrest 

Murray Vince dredging the channel. Photo: Lachlan Clark 

Gary and Murray concentrating during 
Festival Week. Photo: Lachlan Clark 
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Boiler Inspectors  
Des Burrow 
454 5565 
Colin Downing 
454 2528 
Logan McGhie 
476 1425 
Allan Stevens  
455 8665  
Jim Woods 
476 1369 
 
Boiler Records 
Geoff French 
454 2171 
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Editor’s Desk - Lachlan Clark 
I would like to start this month by thanking 
you for having me as Editor again for 2016.  
I take great enjoyment compiling the arti-
cles each month and doing my bit in show-
casing Otago Model Engineering to people 
the world over.  I must also thank those 
who continue to supply articles and bits of 
interest.  I have built up a bit of a backlog 
so I am endeavouring to work my way 
through these in the coming months.   

My move to Wellington at the start of the 
year has meant that trips to the club for 
photos is a little more difficult than it once 
was so be prepared for more on the North 
Island model scene in the coming months.  
I will follow this trend this again after last 
months visit to the Middleton.  This month 
it was off to Palmerston North for their 
’Locomotion’ display.  A great event and 
fantastic hospitality.     
 
I have had several requests for captions on 
the photos.  I will endeavour to include 
these where I can from now on so please 
keep this in mind when sending items 
through. 
 
 
Continues Over..... 
 

As President I have interesting things come 
my way at times.  One such is an email com-
plete with photo from a man enquiring 
about a miniature Rogers 'K'-class 2-4-2 live
-steam loco, perhaps 3 1/2” gauge, which 
he believes his grandfather exhibited in 
the1890's!  He thinks it was sold about 
1939.  Rather a long shot, but if anyone 
thinks he might know something about it or 
wants to see the email please let me know. 

Hamish, Murray, Vaughan, and Mi-
chael. Photo: Selwyn Bennett 

Marcello navigating the pond at Fes-
tival Week. Photo: Lachlan Clark 

John and Claire. Photo: Selwyn Bennett 
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Locomotion 2016 - Palmerston North 
On the 5th and 6th of March the Palmerston 
North Model Engineering Club hosted their 
Locomotion display at their track at Mariner 
Reserve.  The 3.5”, 5” and 7.25” gauge 
ground level track is situated in a park setting 
boarding sports fields and a residential area.     
At around 490 metres long and consisting of 
several bridges, a tunnel, a full signal system,  
and some sizeable grades, makes this an in-
teresting track for both locomotive drivers 
and passengers alike.   
 
The Locomotion event is run across two days  
and I travelled up from Wellington for the 
Saturday.  There were several others who 
had come from Wellington for the day and 
others who had made the trek from Hamilton 
and Havelock North. 
 
On display in a tent were an assortment of 
models including a couple of nice rotary en-
gines, and a steam truck which had stints of 
operation throughout the day.  The track was 
dominated by 7.25” locos with several Phan-
toms making their way through the park.  
Traction engines made use of the flat grassed 
areas with David Turner’s engine running a 
miniature saw mill for much of the day. 
 
Continues Over..... 
The event was very well run and the hospital-
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It seems every month is a busy one at the 
club and with the Annual General Meeting 
last month, March was no exception.  The 
group reports detail the flow on success from 
Festival Week in the form of new prospective 
members and new models underway.  Look-
ing forward to April it pays to remember the 
Club 80th celebrations on the 16th and 17th.  
 
If you are a member and receiving this by 
email there will be a few attachments re-
garding, the AGM minutes, the last general 
meeting minutes, and a copy of the updated 
rules.       

Model Bulldozer on display.  

John Antliff with Phantom.  

Rotary engine by Graeme Hall.  

Chris admiring the models at War birds over 
Wanaka.  Photo: Lachlan Clark 
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The event was very well run and the hospi-
tality from the Palmerston North members 
has meant this event has developed a repu-
tation for being one of the ’go to’ meetings 
in the North Island.  I must take this oppor-
tunity to thank the members at Palmerston 
North for a fantastic day and also thanks to 
the support team for the wonderful hospi-
tality.   
 
Lachlan Clark 

From the Archives 
Some photos or our club, showing 
the tunnel and current over-
bridge.  
 
The photo bottom right shows 
the Minister of External Affairs 
(Mr Anderton) with Members of 
Parliament (Mr Fraser and Mrs 
McMillan) on behind.    October 
28, 1959. 
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David Turner and his operational saw-mill.  Peter Targett and his Dart.  

Bruce Geange with his 3” Burrell 
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Our second meeting for the year was held 
on Wednesday the 13th March with 13 
members present. 
Notices 
New members to our group: Grant Keen 
and Peter Rawson and his 5 yr old son Char-
lie have expressed a desire to join the OMES 
boating group.  Grant is in the process of 
building a 900mm model based on a work-
boat used on Lake Manapouri during the 
construction of the power station. 
 
Gordon Duell has resigned from the OMES 
as from the 2016 AGM. 
 
The concrete pad under and around the 
seat near the gate is to be poured and 
floated on Thursday 17th March. 
 
Some goods donated before festival week 
are on the table and free for the taking.  
They are leftovers from a deceased person 
who was interested in building period ships 
one of which is on display in the museum in 
Port Chalmers. 
 
After some discussion it was decided to con-
clude that the three RTR plastic boats do-
nated to the boating group last year would 
go into a silent auction.  It was also decided 
that this would close on Monday the 11th of 
April at the conclusion of the general meet-
ing. 

The 80th anniversary is coming up in April.  
Please indicate your attendance to this for 
catering purposes. 
 
The boating group is invited to the Maritime 
Societies meeting in September 2016, more 
details and a reminder will be given nearer 
the time. 
 
Selwyn Bennett expressed his appreciation 
to the boating and scale railway groups for 
their support at the parties held so far this 
year. 
 
Election of Group Leader and Group Rep to 
the Committee for 2016 
Henry Goosselink was re-elected unani-
mously to fill both positions, and as John 
Anderson has indicated his willingness to 
continue typing the report for sending to 
the editor of Conrod, Henry accepted the 
nominations. 
 
Continues Over..... 

Boat Group - Henry Goosselink, Photos John Anderson 

Pond at Festival Week.  Photo: John Anderson 

Photo: John Anderson 
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Bits on the Table 
Hamish Tyson had his 1/24th scale hull of 
the New Zealand navy coastal defence ves-
sel "Moa".  He has made good progress, 
having the exterior glassed and ready for 
painting and the propellers, shafts, gearbox 
and motors installed.  A very nice setup. 
 
Kevin Gamble has finished "Scorpion", his 
fast electric.  It is approximately 900mm 
LOA and is powered by 2 lithium polymer 
battery packs either wired in series or par-
allel giving either 11.1 volts or 22.2 volts 
depending on how fast he wants it to go.  
The motor is a 12 volt windshield wiper 
motor and the propeller is a vicious looking 
racing prop approximately 1.25 inch diame-
ter.   

Kevin is now working on a model of the Ti-
maru harbour board tug "Aoraki".  The 
model is about 900mm long and was given 
to him by Brian McCurdy.  So far he has had 
no reply to his email to the THB asking for 
the colour scheme for the tug. 

Barry Stoddart had purchased "Lady Doro-
thy" from Brian Nunn, and fitted it with a 
Chinese speed controller retailing for 

$16.80 US or $20 NZ.  The launch is about 
600mm long, is well made with a very good 
finish and detail. Barry has had some good 
news: he has been cleared to drive his car 
following a long recovery. 
 
Keith Murphy had his 1400mm long model 
of the liner "Hanseatic", a mistral class ves-
sel that had run in the English channel.  He 
had constructed the hull sides from cedar 
in order to save weight and had increased 
the beam and depth by about 35 mm to aid 
stability.  To drill all the port holes he had 
made a drill out of 3/16" shafting.  Keith 
has also turned the bearings for the propel-

ler shafts for his model and had also made 
a garden gate which has yet to be painted. 
Ian Marsh with others from the University 
had designed and made a Rat-Wrap.  This is 
now used by medical schools to hold the 
rat and stop it from biting them when they 
are doing tests and drawing blood from the 
rats tail.  When the tests are completed the 
rat wrap is released and the rat is on its 
way. He has also been working on develop-
ing the jet unit for his model. 
 
Bruce Milne had made two timber pylons 
for his air boats.  The pylon is used to 
mount the brushless motor in the pushing 
position. 
Continues Over..... 

Scorpion. Photo: Kevin Gamble 

Tug. Photo: Kevin Gamble 

Keith with his hull.  Photo: Hamish Tyson 
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Kevin Horne had purchased Brian Nunns ca-
nal boat and is in the process of putting in 
his control gear.  The cannel boat was Brian's 
first go at building a boat or vessel and it has 
very good finish and detail. 
 
Ron Johnston has been working on his cara-
van and can see the light at the end of the 
tunnel, so is looking forward to some model-
ling. 
 
Gary Douglas has been altering "Comstock" 
to make it easier for the landing craft to en-
ter.  He is also in the process of stripping 
down the model of his fishing boat as it is 20 
years old and it was starting to show. 
 
Murray Vince has made a start on cutting the 
ribs and keel for his model of the "Stockholm 
Storm". 
 
Henry has been cutting down three trees 
and splitting and stacking fire wood, picked 
apples, pears, etc and did some preserving 
and some summer pruning on his fruit trees.  
He is looking forward to some modelling 
soon. 
 
Next Meeting 
For our April meeting we will have bits on 
the table and one of Lance's videos. 
 

Photo: John Anderson 

Photo: John Anderson 

No report from Scale Railway this month.  Photo of Murray, Giam, and James at 
Festival Week.  Photo: Selwyn Bennett   
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The last Engineering Group meeting was well attended with twelve members and one pro-
spective member present.  Jim opened the meeting and sought a group leader. I have 
agreed to take on the role of group leader only. The Engineering Group representative on 
committee will be Colin Winter supported by Allan 
Stevens and Mike O’Cain who are also committee 
members.  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Jim 
Woods for his leadership of the group over the 
last several years and know that he along with all 
engineering group members will continue to sup-
port and grow the hobby of model engineering.  
 
By the time this report is in print we will have had 
another session of track maintenance,  hopefully completing the replacement of cross ties 
around the track and some minor work on the station point. 
 
Feedback on the performance of the car track over festival week was all positive and our 
Australian cousins indicated that the track was now capable of running faster cars. Mike 
O’Cain reported that he would shortly be having a meeting with the engineer designing a 
new car track with a view to finalising the design in order to obtain some initial pricing for 
the club to consider. 
Continues Over..... 

Engineering Group - Russell Clark 

Three of the Five Butch.  Photo: Lachlan Clark 

Jim Woods with Mona. Photo: Lachlan Clark 

Russell Clark’s Tool and Cutter Grinder. Photo: 
Lachlan Clark 

Chris at Festival Week. Photo: Lachlan Clark 
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Work on installing new motors in the club 
electric loco’s is progressing with the engi-
neering work on the test bed loco to be 
completed in the next couple of weeks. 
 
Engineering projects currently on the go by 
members include: 
 
 
Geoff – boiler fittings, regulator, blower wet 
header etc for his Railmotor loco 
 
Mike – tethered car 
 
Gordon – tethered car 
 
Des – replacement blower for his Sweet Pea 
loco and lagging of a Tich boiler for a fellow 
member 
 
Russell – brake shoes and hangers for his 
Tich started 23 years ago and work on the 
frames for a coal wagon to go behind Tich.  
 

Jim – still progressing with the installation of 
a new controller and motors on his CNC mill 
and painting various bits and pieces for his 
new Isle of Man loco. 

Date Time # Attn Event 

9th April 1.00 - 3.00 20 Birthday - Riley Bennett  

Bookings 
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Jims wheels for IOM Loch.  Photo: Jim Woods 

Jim’s new CNC mill control station.  Photo: Jim 
Woods 

Last Sunday of the Month - February, Photos: Russell Clark 
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Notice Board 
OMES 80th Weekend 
-16th and 17th of April 
-Saturday  
Light Lunch Running Afternoon and Evening 
Meal  
-Sunday 
BBQ Lunch, and Running Afternoon 
-Money payable at the April General Meeting.      
 
 

AUCTION NOTICE – MAY GENERAL MEETING 
 
The following tools have been given to the club to sell on behalf of Neil Douglas, son 
of Russell Douglas a previous member of OMES. 
It is proposed to hold the Auction at the end of the May General Meeting 
 
1. Box containing    =    2 Button Die holders   13/16” and 1” O.D. 
    4 Tapping Dwangs and T wrenches 
    Assorted taps and dies   Whit and BSP 
 
2. Box   =    ME Tap sets.  1/8” x 40 TPI 
         5/32” x 40 TPI 
         3/16” x 40 TPI 
                    7/32” x 40 TPI 
         1/4” x 40 TPI 
        3/8” x 40 TPI 
         5/16” x 32 TPI 
         3/8” x 32 TPI 
         7/16” x 32 TPI 
         1/2” x 32 TPI 
                          Button Dies ME       3/16”, 7/32”, 5/16”.      
    ME x32 TPI  5/16”, 3/8”. 
  It is proposed to offer these as individual sets.  
 
3. 1x Armstrong Adjustable Boring Tool (suitable for ML7 size lathe) 
 
4. 1x Tap and Die Set      0 - 10 BA 
 
5. 1x Surfform Power Tool Accessory (rebating tool) 
 
6. 1 x Warragal Stock and Die Set   BSP      1/4”, 3/8”, 1/2”, 1”. 
 
7. 1x Little Gaint Stock and Die Set BSP 1/4”, 3/8”, ,1/2”, 3/4”. 
 
8. 1x Glenfield Tap and Die Set     SAE    1/4”, 5/16”, 3/8”, 7/16”, 1/2”. 
 
9. 1x Glenfield Tap and Die Set      WHIT      1/4”, 5/16”, 3/8”, 7/16”, 1/2”. 
 
10. 1 x P & N   Tap and Die Set    BSF     1/4”, 5/16”, 3/8”, 7/16”, 1/2”. 

Jim out running for one of the recent 
parties.   
Photo: Selwyn Bennett 
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Sender: 
 
Otago Model Engineering Society 
1 John Wilson Drive 
 
P.O. BOX 2163 
South Dunedin 

Health and Safety  
Report 
Source: Daily Telegraph 

«First Name» «Last Name» 
 
«Street» 
«Suburb» 
«Town » 
«Post Code» 

http://i.telegraph.co.uk/multimedia/archive/03135/stupid_man_3135980b.jpg

