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President Report
The lounge upgrade is now
complete with the new curtains
chosen and hung by Colin and
Gillian Downing. Improving the
appearance of the front of the
clubrooms continues, with the
notice board relocated from the
entrance-vestibule to the window of the former ladies' (now
unisex) toilet and the windowframes being painted in preparation for the privacy-film to be
installed. There has been an
indirect benefit in that the interior of the unisex toilet has
been improved in appearance
and privacy. (Pictured above is Ian Marsh re-installing the security bars after the window frames had been painted).
About a month ago I received an email “feeler” from ExpressNet
NZ Ltd, “an Auckland-based supplier of machine-tools, tools
and related products for hobbyists”. I printed off the attached
catalogue and put it on the inside notice board, and recommend
perusing it as it seems in my uninformed opinion to be worthwhile. Contact James Caldwell on 021 338 575 , or visit
www.ExpressNet.co.nz
or
www.Facebook.com/
ExpressNet.co.nz .
I have yet to receive, or hear of, any response to my invitation
in the May Conrod to organise some kind of celebration for the
Society's 80th anniversary. If you think it's a good idea please
put your hand up. You won't have to do it all on your own.
Likewise, although the list has officially closed, if you'd like to
come to the mid-winter dinner at the Waterloo on Saturday evening 11th July it might not be too late providing you're quick to
let Bob Newbury or myself know.
The Health & Safety Manual is currently being updated, as part
of our compliance with the Amusement Device Regulations
(ADRs) which is necessary to receive DCC approval to run. In
conjunction with this it is proposed to hold a Saturday morning
meeting about the middle of next month of everyone who is
now, or would be willing to be, on the Day-Controllers Roster for
club events. [For “Day Controller” read “Health & Safety Person”.] This is neither arduous nor technical and merely requires
common sense and observation plus a willingness to speak up
if necessary, so that everyone can enjoy their time with us.
Please give it some thought.
Continues Over.....

The corrosion of the multi-gauge track has proved to be much worse than it appeared at first glance so every bolt & plate is being removed, inspected, and replaced if necessary. Even some of the timber-work has needed replacing. Given
it's been there over 20 years and this is the first major overhaul in that time, things
aren't as drastic as they may seem and the maintenance crew has it under control.
However the final cost may exceed $1500; fortunately the R&M budget covers this
amount.
Murray Wright has satisfactorily actioned the motion, passed at the April General
Meeting, to sell the contentious diesel heater, though not on TradeMe. Unfortunately this has not pleased everyone, but such is life. It was another necessary
step in the quest to restore the pleasant and welcoming atmosphere of our club,
which is now becoming evident. Long may it continue!
At the July General Meeting our speaker will be Robert Storm, one of the Society's
co-Patrons, talking about his research on NZ railway turntables, a subject on
which he is becoming an expert. Please come along to hear and support him, and
bring some Bits for the Table.
Michael Forrest

Editors Desk
What a month June has been. We started off with a 4.7 magnitude shake on the 1st with the largest earthquake to hit
Dunedin since 1974. This was then followed by some of the
worst flooding south Dunedin has seen, leaving several members homes and workshops flooded. To cap off the month,
bitterly cold snow storms followed by hard frosts left a 1cm
thick layer of ice on the boat pond. This hasn’t stopped members getting things done as the following pages can attest.
Here’s to a warmer and drier July!
In the news
Earlier in the year the Qixing Energy Investment Group of China announced plans
to build a full size replica of the Titanic
with a project cost in the region of $210
million. The replica is to be built by
Wuchang Shipbuilding Industry Group
and is expected to be completed by
August 2017.
The tourist attraction promises to be a
faithful replica of the original, ill fated,
Titanic, with meticulous attention to detail. Tickets have already gone on sale
for it’s 2017 public opening and it is expected that 1,500 visitors a day will
board the vessel which will be permanently docked on the Daying Qi river.
(Source: Vessel Finder, Milton Stuards)
Continues Over.....

The railways of Japan have long been admired for their speed and efficiency . This
efficiency extends to every detail of the railway networks operation, including the carriage cleaning. It takes crews just seven
minutes to clean and prep trains for their
next trip. This involves collecting rubbish,
cleaning every tray table, mopping the floors,
cleaning the windows, and turning the seats ready for the trains return trip. To cap
it all off workers line up and bow next to the train once they have finished cleaning
it as a sign they take pride in their work. (Source: Stuff.co.nz, Kylie McLaughlin)
From the Archives
For this months pictorial look into the societies past we focus on, what is now, one
of the three main groups in the club. Scale Railway. For some video footage
check out this link and skip to the 1 minute 50 second mark.
https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=so6yTOGVPoE
Lachlan Clark
Starting left and working anticlockwise:
-Titled “Concentration” comes from the
March 1987 Conrod;
-Date Unknown (1950’s). Photo by L. O.
Shiel;
-Date Unknown (1950’s). Photo by L. O.
Shiel;
-009 gauge on the club layout. Photo by
John Clover;
-009 gauge on the club layout. Photo by
John Clover

Tether Car Report
Due to the recent weather not too much has been happening at the track over the
last couple of months, but we have been asked if we could “run” (weather permitting) in conjunction with The Little Train Expo over the weekend of 29th-30th August. This may also require a small working bee beforehand. Let me know if this
suits and what sort of format you’d like. Thinking at this stage we’ll probably only
want to run on one of the days, as most of us will also want to run trains, boats etc.
on the other day. And remember fuel, tyres etc. are still available from The Kennedys or myself if required.
Also thanks to Bob Newbury for donating a plastic tyre case which will help keep the tether cables from damage when not in use.
That’s about all for now,
Murray Wright
(Photo Rod Sabbatini via AMRCA Facebook)

Airboat Project
The project is at the stage where the engineering design team, lead by Murray, Mel
and Chris, have redesigned the motor mount and the motor wiring. The motor
mounting is now made from alloy, this replaces the ply mounting. The alloy mounting is stronger and can be removed from the hull by undoing two screws, this will
allow for repairs if needed.
The engineering team have also come up with a way to have the motor wiring connected to a plug which will be mounted in the deck. This will allow the motor and it's
wiring to be removed without disturbing the internal wiring, and less chance of water getting inside the hull.
The rudder has had a small design change and will be attached to the hull by self centering ball end joints. This will
hopefully take care of the alignment and less load
on the rudder servo.
Bill and I have been assembling the safety cages and thanks
to Colin bending the wire hoops, the cages are going together
extremely well. Like all these types of projects you learn from
other club member's knowledge and skills and gain confidence in working with materials, other than those you are
used to, to produce the end result - a real winner all round.
Some of you may have had a sneak preview of the boat running on wet grass as seen on the club web site. Well security
is not our strongest point! At this stage the hulls, all 7 of
them, are ready to be sealed inside and out with epoxy resin,
decks fitted, hatches made up, plus other bits required to get
them going.
Till next up date keep warm and dry.
Gordon Duell
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Bill King has been working with Gordon on developing the skimmer project, sorting out motor mounts, cages
for protection from the propellers, batteries etc.
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Engineering Group News

engineering should be about. People running models and having a chinwag.
Henry had some rubber tubing to give away. This should be useful for coupling between motors and propelNearly
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John Anderson's mini yacht (LOA 200mm) is closer to floating. The airfoil sail has been covered with transContinues
Over.....
parent blue solar
film and can be rotated through more than 180 degrees. After having built a second hull
because the first had insufficient displacement the sail now looks too small. He will have to sail it to find out,
maybe different sized sails to suit the conditions.
Also working on the skimmer project is Murray Wright. Testing propeller options, sourcing 2 and 3 pin connectors, batteries etc.
Next Meeting: Bits on the table and workshop activities as it is to cold at night to do any boating on the
pond.
Henry Goosselink

Track repairs continue. The weather has not been
kind to the railway over the last 25 years with nearly
all the crossties being replaced over the next wee
while. The ties at the joints in the longitudinal
wooden carriers being in particularly bad shape, not
dangerous, but life expired all the same. So the 1st
Saturday morning of the month will continue for now.
The last engineering group meeting was held in the
members lounge, but as it was a rather cold night,
only 7 members showed up and we had a great
“around the table chat” about all sorts of things.
Allan Stevens had some material to give away since
he has had to clear out his workshop thanks to the
flooding in South Dunedin this month.
Bits on the Table
Russell Clark had the spindles for his tool and cutter
grinder, along with a pattern for the motor pulley.
Gordon Rustbatch had lovely small wooden truck he
has built.
Geoff French had the tender chassis for his Railmotor.
Jim Woods showed a chimney liner to improve the
draughting on Bantam Cock based on a website he
watches.
That’s about it for now. If you find anything about the
railway that needs attention, drop the group leader
an e-mail or phone call.
DRO
(Photos Lachlan Clark)
Pictured Left:
Logan’s conrod for his
7.25” Sweet William;
Chris’s progress on the
smoke box for ’Evening
Star’ (Photo Chris Kennedy);

Jim’s grate for the Isle of
Man loco he is building.
(Photo Jim Wood)

Scale Railway
John Knight opened discussion for our last meeting. He had been
looking for ways, other than using solenoids, tortoise motors etc, for
controlling points on his layout, and built a circuit for controlling a
small servo (similar to those used in model boats & aircraft). Some of
these servos can be purchased for less than $5 these days. The circuit John used
is published in an electronic book “Electronics for Model Railways” by Davy Dick,
which can be freely downloaded from the MERG website http://www.merg.org.uk.
The book is comprehensive (I have yet to peruse it properly) and is in two parts. The first part covers topics such
as basic electronics, wiring, point motors, scenic and
coach lighting, track occupancy detection, and DCC. The
second part goes on to describe semiconductors, various
interfacing circuits, use of computers in model railways
and practical info on soldering, test gear etc. There are
some simple projects also described, which use veroboard (boards having copper strips on the underside,
with a matrix of holes drilled to place component leads
through) to mount components, instead of using printed
circuit board. Kits for these projects can be purchased
only by members of MERG.
It was one of these projects that John had built called Ezypoints. The circuit controls the setting of limits of movement and
centering of the servo, to provide the correct
amount of throw for the point. When completed John found it didn’t work, so a few of us
eyeballed the circuit to see that it had been
built according to specs, and that the servo
was working. All ok. After re-reading the instructions, and noting a preprogrammed PIC
chip was specified, we concluded that the chip
John used had not been programmed since it
was locally sourced ! Ah well…. “Read instructions carefully”!
MERG (Model Electronic Railway Group) is based in the United Kingdom and
apart from the book, has other interesting info available on its website.
John also mentioned that he understood that the MRC DCC system we use can
now work with JMRI (the model railroad
program he uses to control trains from his
laptop). He currently uses a “sprog” to
achieve direct control from computer to
track (See Conrod Feb, 2015 for “sprog”
notes). It seems that MRC now have a
USB Computer interface cable available,
which may provide improved control features over the “sprog” system.
Continues Over…..

Geoff Murray has been building a turntable kit, purchased some time ago. Some damaged parts were
being refurbished. He brought along a Superquick signal box which started some discussion on material for
making buildings, with foam core board being suggested for the basic structure. It was thought that only
one thickness is available, whereas there are several
thicknesses that could be bought overseas. Stuart Reid said he had used a program to design and print a building on paper which could then be stuck on the outside of the building structure built from card or foam board.
Ferg Chalmers brought along a module of his layout,
to which he has been adding ballast to the tracks.
Note that the Timaru train show is to be held 11-12th
July this year, at the Roncalli College, Craigie Avenue,
Timaru.
Brian Niven

Health and Safety Report
We had our first meeting of the Health and Safety/
MEANZ group. This was to start getting ready for next
year’s ADR audit. Most things appear to be in good
shape paperwork wise and site wise. The health and
safety book has not been updated since 2004 and needs a little editing. We are
also looking at a new safety operation manual for the railway. All this will be
brought before the committee in the near future.
All daily running sheets, repair books, and incident sheets will now be kept in the
Library with the other ADR stuff. We found that if it is kept out in the electric shed it
is getting damp and difficult to write on.
There is no longer any need to sign a form saying you will abide by the club rules
while running a locomotive and absolving the President or Day Controller. You
have already done this by joining the club and accepting the club rules. We hope
to rid ourselves of as much paper work as we possibly can and make it an enjoyable experience running our models. One thing that will stay is that if you fix or repair anything that carries or pulls the public that belongs to the club, you must record it in the appropriate maintenance book in the library please.
The Passenger carrying trollies are due for their bi-annual inspection at the end of
the year. If you own one and want it
checked, show up on the day we do this
please and help out the boiler committee
members who will be doing the inspection.
The usual dayglow coloured sticker system will remain. A new season, a new colour.
Continues Over.....

We had a walk about the
place and were confident the
place looks hazard free. The
main thing would be not to
leave stuff lying about. There
is some rubbish that needs to
go and we must remember
how it looks too. The visual
impact the club has on people does influence how a place is perceived. So if you
or your group don’t need or want something, please, either store it out of sight or
remove it from OMES. The 3 main mantras with health and safety is “Isolate, Minimise or Eliminate”.
MEANZ is not there to be our policeman rather, an ‘advisory body,’ and as such
can define codes of practice. It is up to us to translate the advice into ‘reasonably
practicable’ executive action. It can advise and assist clubs to a better position
and represent model engineering clubs at a political level. We are responsible for
our own decisions and future. One size does not fit all. A system of operation that
suits our friends in Christchurch say, with their long ground level track and large 7
¼ locomotives which haul 20 or so people at a time has little relevance to a small
club with 2 ½- 5 inch gauge little loco’s carrying 6 or 8 people. We have to find a
way to work within the framework the ADR allows.
We hope this helps. We are, after all, a hobby that likes to show off to the public.
This allows us raise funds to help run the club. We are not a business or a Government department. It is up to each and every member to be aware and responsible.
Any questions or concerns contact either, Gary Douglas (Boats), Chris Kennedy
(Tether Cars and Loco Licences), Dave McBride (Engineering and Paperwork),
Stewart Robertson (Scale Railway) or Jim Woods (MEANZ).

Round the Workshops
This section focuses on projects members are working
on. We are always keen to receive model engineering
content! As you can see below all it takes is a couple of
photos and a short description.
Lighthouses
Stuart Reid has been busy making lighthouses to mark
the entrance to the harbour on the pond. They are made
of PVC pipe and feature removable, solar powered, LED
lights. (Photo above Craig MacDonell)
Hobby King Airboat
Besides the club air boats Murray has been working on a
Hobby King airboat. This one has been imported from
China and he has made the following upgrades.
-2200 KV Motor (25000rpm)
-5.5 x 4 Tri Propeller
-11.4 Volt Battery
-45 amp Speed Controller

Notice Board
Sparks in the Dark
Members are invited to the Sparks in the Dark event hosted by the Whakatane club on
the 11th and 12th of July. Contact the editor for more information.
Timaru Little Train Show
The Timaru train show is to be held 11-12th July this year, at the Roncalli College,
Craigie Avenue, Timaru.
July General Meeting
At the meeting on the 13th of July we will be having Robert Storm as guest speaker.
Robert is one of our club patrons and will deliver a talk on, “The history of the turntable
from the early days until around 1880”.
Timaru celebrates 150 years of the Hunslet Engine Company
The Timaru model engineering group are celebrating 150 years of the Hunslet Engine
Company with a running day on Saturday the 18th of July. Cake, English Tea, and
Bacon Butties so should be a good day. Bring a plate and locomotive and enjoy the
day.
OMES Model Train Expo
Planning for the scale railway model train expo is progressing well with a number of
layout entries coming in. Opening times are 10am to 4pm on the 29th and 30th of August. If you would like to display something have a look on the club website for details
or contact Selwyn on 455 7305.
Electric Locos
The electric locos have had a bit of a clean recently
and now have covers over them while they are on
charge. It is a good idea to give them a bit of a
wipe down before use to keep them presentable.
Also it pays to give them a bit of a look over before
use to pick up any loose bolts or things broken.
New Oven
The club is very grateful to the Masonic Charitable Trust for a donation
towards a new oven for the kitchen. This really helps to finish the kitchen
project off.

Bookings

Date

Crew

Time

# Attn Event

25th July

11

2pm - 4pm 10

28th November

12

100

Christmas Party - Lodge

4th December

TT

50

Christmas Party - Wild Things

7th December

TT

50

Christmas Party - DCCCA

9th December

TT

50

Christmas Party - DCCCA

Birthday Party - Kirsteen

Crew Day Controller

Member 2

Member 3

11

Lance Wild

Gordon Duell

Keith Murphy

Hamish Tyson

12

Jon Winton

Reminder

Otago Model Engineering Society Inc.
Clubrooms: 1 John Wilson Drive South Dunedin.
P O Box 2163 South Dunedin

Special General Meeting
The Committee has called a Special General Meeting to consider the following
Notice-of-Motion.
Clause 4(j) is amended by inserting at the start of the clause the following
words and figures:
"Subject to the operation of clause 4(n),".
The following provision is added as clause 4(n):
"The following provisions apply in respect of payments, whether by cheque, electronic funds
transfer or otherwise, made by the Society:
(a)

all payments made, or cheques drawn on a bank account of the Society, in
respect of an expense:
(i)

budgeted for in any current Annual Budget of the Society approved by
the Members at an Annual, General or Special Meeting of the
Members; or

(ii)

of which an amount of the Specified Amount or less was not budgeted
for in the Annual Budget, may be approved by the Committee;

(iii) a payment or cheque in respect of any expense of which an amount
greater than the Specified Amount was not budgeted for in any cur
rent Annual Budget of the Society must be approved by the Members.
The 'Specified Amount' for the purposes of this clause 4(n) is initially set at $1000 but may
be subsequently amended by approval of the Members at an Annual, General or Special
Meeting of the Members."
The meeting is to be held at the clubrooms on the 13th July 2015 at 7-30pm. And will be
followed by the normal General meeting.
------------------------------------------------------------COMMITTEE COMMENT: “The committee considered this Notice-of-Motion at
the meeting of 26 May 2015 and supports the Notice-of-Motion and recommended that it is considered by, and voted on, by the membership at a Special
General Meeting.
Note: if the Notice-of-Motion is passed it will require a motion to rescind the
standing order passed at the AGM.”
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