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Russell’s 1/4 scale Traction Engine.
Russell, Marcello, & Michael.

President Report - Michael Forrest
What a successful Festival-Week we had! Fine weather, good
Member participation, quite reasonable attendances, no significant problems, and above all a very good display of models of
all kinds. It began auspiciously, with an unofficial working-bee
on the preceding Monday evening then a very well-supported
official one on the Tuesday; between them they made the proposed Wednesday one unnecessary. Many thanks to everyone
who contributed in any way. Particular gratitude is due to those
who organised the show, our commercial sponsors, our regular
invited supporters the Otago Vintage Machinery and Model Aero
Clubs, non-Members of OMES who contributed to the display
including the tethered-car folk from across the ditch, everybody
who displayed one or more models, ticket-sellers, those who ran
models on tracks of various kinds or the pond, wives and familymembers who also helped (especially in the shop), lunch-ladies,
and anyone else I've failed to mention (sorry!). The standard of
models on show was exceptionally high, as was the variety and
the number of seldom or never-before-seen ones, and the display in the hall was excellent.
The next big event will be the Annual General Meeting at 7.30
pm in the clubrooms on Monday 14th March. The more Members in attendance the better, to give a truly representative view
and say in the running of the club. Owing to an anomaly in the
Rules, nominations can this year (for the last time, if the proposed amendment is passed) be made right up until the beginning of the AGM. A nomination for Flying Fortress - Photo: Brian
Vice-President would be especially Niven
welcome. Supper will follow the
AGM and separate it from a brief
ordinary monthly General Meeting.
Continues Over.....
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At the February Committee-Meeting we
were advised that two fibreglass modelyacht hulls and a collection of miscellaneous engineering-supplies had been
donated to the Society. It was proposed to hold an auction later in the
year of these and any other bits and
Photo: Brian Niven
pieces Members may wish to include.
The dedicated special-projects bank-account has had its first deposits
made, being the initial $500 seed-funding and 10% of the profits from
last year's Model-Train Expo. The next one will be from FestivalWeek, currently estimated to be around $1,300. Much of the Meeting
was inevitably taken up with preparations for the AGM. A request was
made that all Members who have an email-address to let the Secretary
have it, even if they still wish to receive a hard copy of Conrod, in order
to improve communication within the club.
Experts seldom agree. The guest speaker at
our November General Meeting, Catherine
Jowsey, field-officer of Hearing Support
Otago, told us it's OK to keep hearing-aids in
while wearing ear-muffs or using noisy machinery. This came as a bit of a surprise so
recently when a certain Life-Member went to
the hearing-clinic at Marinoto he specifically
asked about this and was told always to remove hearing-aids when using noisy machinery or wearing ear-muffs. You pays your
money and you takes your choice.....
Photo: Brian Niven
One lunchtime during Festival-Week I was visited by the Director of
International Students of Otago Boys' High School, who was seeking
expressions of interest in hosting a 16-year-old German exchangestudent for six months. The boy in question is very keen on engineering and ideally would like to stay with a family where there is a workshop he can “tinker away in” and a host-dad to show him basic skills
and involve him in projects. A boarding-fee of $225 per week is payable. Please contact me if you think you might be able to accommodate this request.
Finally, if you haven't already, do register this month for the 80 th anniversary celebration, to be held in mid-April. The estimated cost to
Members is $40 per person. It will
be for Members and guests only,
with a Festival-Week style lunch and
a catered dinner as per last December's event in the hall on the Saturday, and a BBQ lunch on the Sunday
– and plenty of running on tracks and
pond both days.
Photo: Brian Niven
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Photo: Russell Clark

Editors Desk - Lachlan Clark
There is no avoiding the major talking point of the last month. Festival Week 2016
is done and dusted and the event fittingly marked the start our clubs 80th year. It
was great to see such a diverse range of models including items never displayed
before. Once again the Dunedin Model Aero club and the Vintage Machinery club
added interest and variety to the display. What also impressed was the positive,
social atmosphere which saw the public enjoying model engineering alongside our
members and like minded people from clubs around the country. This months Conrod features many photos from the event and these will most likely continue for a
while yet. See the club Facebook page for more photos. I must thank all those
who have supplied photos from the event.
In this issue of Conrod you will also find important information regarding the club
AGM, the usual group reports, and several need to know bits on the Notice Board.
I also encourage you all to submit what you have been up to in the workshop for
the Member Project page and also any other happenings model engineering wise.
Personally I have just got back from Palmerston North and their annual Locomotion display. Expect a report next month! I trust you will enjoy this edition.
A handful of our members have been enjoying the summer weather, competing in
sailing competitions held at the Southern Reservoir and hosted by the Southern
Reservoir Radio Yacht Club. Both Hamish Tyson and Mel Kennedy have taken
home the “Sailor of the Day” trophy. Well done guys! For more information on this
group see their website http://srryc.webs.com/. Photos from the same source.

Editors Desk

Continues Over.....
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Middleton Model Railway
Since moving to Wellington I have
done a bit of travelling to explore
the surrounding area. While driving
along State Highway 2 between
Masterton and Eketahuna I came
across a sign indicating a “Model
Railway” down a side road. Several turns later, and now on a
gravel road, I eventually found
“Middleton Model Railway”.
Middleton is a OO gauge layout set
in the English Midlands and the
owner, Colin Fraser-Davies, periodically changes the era it is set in.
The layout features over 300 meters of track with at least 227
points, and 10 stations. The impressive layout also includes “Push
Button” parts for visitors to operate.
The main layout is supported by
several smaller layouts including a
small N, and even smaller TT
scale layout. Once a month Middleton hosts running sessions
where the layout is run with scale
train movements to a time table.
The operation also encompasses a
well stocked model shop and
Colin’s wife Biddy, also sells home
made Cheese from their herd of
Jersey Cows. It never ceases to amaze me what some people have in their garden sheds. For more information check out www.modelrailway.co.nz and I have
some flyers to go up at the club.

Editors Desk

From the Archives
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Scale Railway Group Brian Niven
John Knight opened our February
meeting, and thanked the group for
their participation in our festival
week show, for operating layouts
and for help in other aspects of the show. Our layouts ran with little fault this year,
and an excellent selection of stock was shown on both layouts. A minor problem
was an obstructive wire in the short tunnel at the highest point of the layout which
caused a minor problem for the NZR crew. John also said he had decided to relinquish his position as group leader this year.

Scale Railway Group

The Scale Railway budget for next year was discussed. The wish list included a
separate DCC command unit for the OO/HO layout, some points to be replaced
(we have some to hand), two basic DCC club locos, and a DCC track auto reverse
unit for the sawmill line so that DCC trains can run from the main to sawmill line.
James Tamis brought along a packet of Kadee 100 ton self centering trucks and
some #5 couplers he had
purchased to modify some
wagons. Alas, he related
that after the package arrived, he found 2 packets of
couplers hiding in his railway den. Isn’t that always
the way?
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Boating Group - Henry Goosselink
- Photos John Anderson
Owing to Festival week we did not have a boating group meeting in February.
Festival Week
Festival week is always a highlight of the year
and this year's was no exception, with a wide
range of models on display in the hall, plus all
the other activities outside.

Boating Group

This year the weather was a great improvement
on last year's cold and wet week. It is always
good to see boaties from other clubs coming
along either for the day or for a weekend. We
again had a very good turnout of members with
boats on the pond during the weekend and midweek evening sessions, as well as Hall supervision and Ron in the ticket box. All in all a most
enjoyable week.

Midweek Boating
The midweek boating group has had several
outings on the pond since festival week, again
with generally a good turnout with eight or nine
boats on the pond, plus onlookers.
The party season started early this year with
one postponed from last year, owing to a very
wet day. We have also had several smaller parties so far this year. With all the parties so far
the atmosphere was great and enjoyed by all.
Continues Over.....
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Boating Group

Donated Boat Hulls
During festival week two boat hulls were donated
to the club and these will be offered to members in
a silent auction over the coming months. One hull
and deck is of a yacht approximately one metre
long, the other is a jet boat type of hull and deck
approximately 600mm long. So keep your eyes
open for them and put your offers in the box.

Engineering Group - Jim Woods & Russell Clark (Meeting) Photos: Russell, Lachlan, & Selwyn

Engineering Group

Christmas seems far away with two months of the New Year gone already. That
said, it has been a busy time for the club with festival week providing an opportunity for members to display to the public their creativity and ingenuity through their
models. The display this year provided a very good cross section of the sorts of
things model engineers can turn their minds to.
The operation of the multi gauge track went relatively smoothly for the nine days
with only the occasional derailment at the station point causing any problems.
Some thoughts of how to rectify this problem have already been put forward and
will be dealt with as part of the ongoing maintenance of the track. Staffing of the
railway operation was stretched at times particularly on the second weekend with
a number of members involved in the running of the tethered cars. A special
thanks to all those who assisted with the railway running from other groups in the
club, visitors and family.
Continues Over.....
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The February engineering group meeting took place on the Monday immediately following festival week and given
the previous weeks activities the meeting was only attended by four members
plus a prospective member by the
name of Jack Turner who fortunately
brought along a number of items to talk
about including a very nice two cylinder
marine engine. Jack has a keen interest
in steam and is hoping to build a small
boiler to run the marine engine.
So we have the AGM to come. As you
will see, we have put forward some
ideas to change the makeup of the
committee. Should these ideas be accepted, it should streamline the decision making process within the club on
the whole and see a better balance of
all group representation on the main
committee.
As I am stepping down this year as
group representative for domestic reasons, we will be asking/appointing
someone else to do this. Whether we
have a group meeting runner and a different group Rep on committee or just
the one person, that will be up to members to decide.

Engineering Group

It has been an interesting year for the
club. We as a group have done quite
well with maintenance on the railway
track, steam trials and visits to other
member’s workshops and business/
education workshops. Our numbers are
growing slowly with some excellent
work being seen on the table at meetings.
Lastly I would like to thank everyone
who has worked on things around the
club. At the end of the day, we are a
voluntary club and do things because
we want to, not because we have too.
Well done to all who helped with Festival week.
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Tether Cars - Murray Wright,
Race Day Organiser - Photos:
Brian Niven
AROUND THE PITS
Most members will be aware Chris & Mel
Kennedy have negotiated the purchase of
six of Ken McIntyre’s tether car collection.
Most of these cars were made by Ken
around the mid-70s, and are powered by
various OS engines with just about all other
parts; tyres, tyre moulds, gears, chassis
and bodies all manufactured by Ken, which
is a credit to Ken’s skills.
Chris had a number of these cars running
over Festival Week on the track.
TETHER CAR 2016 FESTIVAL WEEK REPORT
After the recent completed track upgrades
and some test runs around Christmas and
New Year the track was looking the best it
had been for many years, so everyone was
looking forward to a very successful coming
Festival Week.
Unfortunately the Saturday program was
limited due to a cold, damp and overcast
start in the morning and Chris Kennedy
damaging his hand on Hamish Tyson’s car
skid in the afternoon, requiring the ambulance to come. Unfortunately not too many
runs were made on Saturday which ended
up being a shake down day for Sunday.
Continues Over.....
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Sunday morning was a glorious day with
the temperature starting around 20 degrees, the ideal temperature for a great
days running. There were some good
speeds coming throughout the day from
Gordon Rusbatch & Hamish Tyson, both
getting speeds around the mid 150kph
mark. Mike O’Cain was sorting out Chris’
Green Maserati with the speed improving
from the start of 108kph to 120kph by the
end of the day. Unfortunately Hamish’s
day ended a bit early with a fault in the fuel tank and a broken fuel shut off lever.
Once again, a big thanks to Colin D and Des B. The car was ready again for Mondays run. Chris with his OPS 3.5 Maserati had some steady runs between 125kph
to 132kph. Jon Wintons 3.5 ASP powered Maserati had its normal reliable runs
with times around 12sec mark giving it a speed of 120kph. Jon always seems to
be able to just unpack, fuel up, connect to tether and run while the rest of us are
mucking around with settings etc. Before the end of the day the tether was
changed and Chris brought out from display the blue No2 Kennedy/McIntyre car,
this is powered by an older type OS35 engine, which the car ran the 6 laps in
13.5sec giving it a speed of 107.2kph, the other yellow OS40 Kennedy/McIntyre
car ran a time of 14.41sec and a speed of 100.58kph. A lot of great comments
have been received from older members
remembering these cars being a normal
sight and sound on the track over so many
years.
Monday unfortunately again was quite
overcast and dull, so running was again
slightly limited. After the slow start the
weather started to break and the times
started coming down, Lachlan and Russell
Clark had their 3.5 ASP car running, turning in times between 14sec – 11.9sec (103kph – 121kph). The speeds were all
around the same as the day before with Gordon taking out fastest of the day with a
speed of 155.74kph, 2nd Hamish 152.46kph and 3rd Chris 134.11. Chris then ran
the No7 OS40 powered Kennedy/McIntyre car at 11.75sec (123.8kph).
The 2nd weekend welcomed once again the Australians, Ron Clydesdale and
Dave Chadwick, to the track with three of their cars they are currently running in
Australia. The format for the day was to be a straight “Speed”
program, although the day was overcast and temperature a bit
low, the times right from the start started to come down.
Gordon’s first time on the track set the pace with a speed of
164.5kph then followed by Ron at 164.59kph. The times for
Dave, Ron, Hamish and Gordon for most of the day all stayed
between 150kph to 165kph. Once again it was Ron (AUS) taking
out fastest at 8.72sec (166.48kph), 2nd Gordon (NZ) 8.81sec
(164.5kph) and 3rd Hamish 9.13sec ( 159.17kph)
Continues Over.....
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On Sunday cars were running under
the “Nominated Speed” format, where
the driver nominates the speed they
think the car will run, the winner being
closest time to that speed. Three full
rounds were completed.
At the completion of the weekend Michael Forest presented the two trophies. The “Trans-Tasman Trophy”
went to Dave Chadwick (AUS) with an
incredible time difference of only
0.08sec.
Second place to Mike
O’Cain (NZ) with a difference of 1sec.
and Murray Wright (NZ) third with a
difference of 1.22sec. “S..t Happens
Trophy“ was presented to Russell
Clark (NZ) for a few small mechanical
problems over the last weekend. “The
Sleeping Beauty Award” went to Chris
Kennedy for “GOING TO SLEEP!” after pricking his finger and having the
St John ambo kiss him and wake him
up.
Finally a big thanks to Ron, Bev, Dave
and Debbie for giving their time to
come over, all those helping preparing
the track, the pits, horsing, timekeeping and all the wee jobs that make
these weekends so successful.
POSTSCRIPT
Following Festival Week a “protest” has been received by the race organizing
committee about Hamish’s car, so a decision has been made. If you can’t beat
him, join him, so “three” new “Wayne Burns” cars have been ordered from Australia. and are expected to arrive in the next month or so. (Sorry Hamish !)

Member Projects
Russell Clark has been back on Titch, making brake
shoes.
Kevin Gamble has had ‘FV Ros
Donn’ on the pond for the first time.

Bookings
Date

Time

# Attn

Event

Saturday 12 March

1.00 - 3.00

10

Bruce Milne

Sunday 13 March

1.00 - 3.30

15

Alane Ryall
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Notice Board
Notice of Annual General Meeting
The Annual General Meeting of the Society will be held at the Society’s clubrooms
on Monday 14th March 2016 at 7-30pm.
Copies of the Agenda are on the Notice Board and in the library.
OMES 80th Weekend
-16th and 17th of April
-Saturday
Light Lunch (Similar to Festival Week), Running Afternoon and E ve n i n g
Meal
(Similar to the OMES Christmas Dinner on the 19/12/2015)
-Sunday
BBQ Lunch, Running Afternoon
-To make this viable we need at least 25 people
-All members, affiliated club members, past members, and family welcome.
-Cost of $40 will cover the weekend
-RSVP to Colin: 454 2528 or downings@hyper.net.nz before 1st of April
-Money payable at the April General Meeting.
MEANZ
At a national level, the New Zealand model engineering convention was held in
Tauranga in January. The minutes from the MEANZ meeting are now available on
their website http://www.pnmec.org.nz/meanz.php. The reports I have had indicate it was a good convention and dominated by large 7.25” locos with only 2 or 3
locos making use of the raised track.
Taieri Gorge Rail Walk
-1st May 2016
-Photo Daily Telegraph
Get a group of friends or colleagues together and
join us for a unique opportunity to walk along the
spectacular Taieri Gorge rail line. Leave by train
from Dunedin Railway Station at 8:30am then walk from Flat Stream to Machine
Creek (8km) taking in two tunnels, four bridges and viaducts along the way. Enjoy
a sausage sizzle barbeque before returning to Dunedin by train. Not only is this
event a once in a lifetime experience, all proceeds after costs will be donated to
Presbyterian Support Otago. Funds raised will be used to purchase outdoor equipment and trailer for use in our youth programmes.
-

The buffet car will be open.
Essential equipment includes suitable walking shoes, all-weather
clothing, a good torch, water and snacks.
Not suitable for children.
$59 per person. Tickets available online (+ booking fee), or at Dunedin Rail
way Station. Price includes sausage sizzle barbeque.
https://www.facebook.com/events/588690177949157/

This event has been made possible through the generosity of the Lions
Club of Dunedin South.
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Health and Safety
Report

«First Name» «Last Name»
«Street»
«Suburb»
«Town »
«Post Code»

Sender:
Otago Model Engineering Society
1 John Wilson Drive
P.O. BOX 2163
South Dunedin
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