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President Report 
Have you been up to the Members' lounge at the club-
rooms recently?  If not you've a treat in store with the 
Axminster carpet kindly donated by David McBride 
now professionally laid by tradesmen arranged by 
Gary Douglas.  We owe them both a big “Thank You”.  
The lounge is warmer, lacks the echo it had before, 
and much more resembles your own lounge at home.  
A mat for wiping feet has been placed at the bottom of 
the stairs; please ensure your footwear is clean or 
leave it downstairs.  The old carpet is free to anyone 
who can use it, e.g. in the garage or workshop or as a 
weed-suppressant in the garden.  New curtains to 
complement the carpet are being organised. 
 
I'm pleased to be able to say that the club seems to 
have turned the corner on the road to becoming once 
again a place where everyone looks forward to being.  
Encouraging signs of this are the Boat Group's “stock-
cars on the pond” airboat project, the Engineering 
Group's Small Steam Weekend at the end of the 
month (a social event for running live steam locos of 5” 
gauge or smaller, which they're willing to fit in around a 
child's birthday-party on the Saturday) and the Scale-
Railway Group's enthusiasm for the Little Train Show.  
This will in effect be a mini Festival Week over the last 
weekend of August with model railways as the theme. 
 
Next year will see the 80

th
 anniversary of the founding 

of the club and a celebration has been mooted, possi-
bly over a weekend in May, with the emphasis being 
on past and present Members and not on the public or 
fund raising.  A small committee ran the 75

th
 anniver-

sary event, and I would like to hear from anyone will-
ing to help run 
this one or who 
has ideas on suit-
able activities. 
 
Continues Over... 
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The April Committee Meeting thanked Henry Goosselink for the effort 
he is putting in to painting the fascia-boards, barge-boards and soffits 
on the grounds side of the hall (Photo: Previous Page).  I know how 
awkward and uncomfortable it is working up there from once having 
been sent up to clean the windows before Festival Week.  We also ar-
ranged for the under frames of the bridges across the outside track to 
be padded to make it easier on the heads of those who insist on walk-
ing into them while doing track inspections, for the shop floor to be 
painted to make it easier on whoever has to clean it, and for the motor 
(hand) mower to be repaired.  The Thursday Toilers really do earn their 
keep, to the benefit of us all.  Also the correspondence and payments 
were approved and all that usual stuff.  A Health & Safety Committee 
consisting of Jim Woods, Stewart Robertson, David McBride, Chris 
Kennedy and Gary Douglas was set up.  Among other things it will ad-
vise the general Committee on MEANZ/ADR matters. 
 
I look forward to a big attendance at the May General Meeting when 
the first of this year's “guest” speakers, Murray Vince, will give an illus-
trated guide to the Gota Kanal.  Guess what country that's in!  (Clue: 
the canal is south of Stockholm.)  And please bring along some bits to 
put on the table. 
 
Michael Forrest 

 
MEANZ Convention 
In January 2016 the Tauranga Model Marine and Engineering Club will 
be holding the biannual MEANZ convention.  The dates are set for the 
7th to the 11th.  There will be the usual happenings and competitions 
including the Les Moore inter club 
competition.  For email recipients 
information is included with this 
email.  There is also a copy of this 
on the notice board opposite the 
scale railway layouts, with some 
additional information on the Les 
Moore Trophy.  Pictured opposite, 
is Life Member Ken McIntyre at 
the Christchurch convention in 
2014 and below that, Alan Ste-
ven’s Pamela, Jim Wood’s Sim-
plex, Bevin Robertson’s Bjax, and 
Stan Vernon’s Bantam Cock, in 
the Blenheim steaming bays for 
the 2000 convention.      



Editors Desk 
I would like to start this month by 
thanking people for their positive com-
ments about last months Conrod.  
Hopefully this months lives up to ex-
pectations! I would also like to thank 
those who have supplied content 
which will eventually get worked in as 
space allows. With the club marking its 
80th anniversary next year, the next few issues of Conrod will feature 
snippets from the clubs history. This has been made possible by Jim 
Wood who has kindly lent Stan Vernon’s photo album enabling the pho-
tos to be scanned and reproduced here.   

Club Rooms 
Very early club meetings were 
held in members homes but as 
the club grew it became appar-
ent that other arrangements 
would have to be made. After 
holding meetings above a shop 
on George St, the club eventu-
ally secured our current site at 
St Kilda from the Ocean Beach 
Domain Board 70 years ago in 
March 1945. The original hall, 
where the scale railway layouts 
are now situated, was obtained 
on the 19th of July 1946 for the 
sum of £263.  The building was 
a Army Mess hut and was de-
constructed, transported and re 
erected by members on its cur-
rent site. A real club project! 
   
 

Photos (from the top) show the old 
hall with the porch being con-
structed; the old hall, steaming 
area and car track; the first Exhibi-
tion in the new hall (1963); and the 
old hall reconstruction. 
     
Continues Over.... 



Signal Hill Railway 
In 2003, member John Rappard opened 
his private ground level railway at the top 
of Signal Hill.  The 7.25” and 5” gauge rail-
way weaved its way through cuttings, over 
impressive trestle bridges, and over hand 
built embankments.  There was over 500 
metres of track in total with a full lap of the 
double wish bone configuration being over 
1Km long.  The track had a ruling grade of 
1:80 with a minimum radius of 15m for the 
curves.  The track was fully signalled and 
consisted of around 10 points, a turntable, 
a station, and a 20 metre tunnel.  The 40 
metre long trestle bridge was a highlight of 
the track offering spectacular views over 
the Manuka trees below.      
 
Sadly, John passed away in July of 2007 but a record of his work on the 
Signal Hill Railway remains at this web address [http://www.geocities.ws/
signalhillrailway/index-2.html].  The “Opening” part of the website is no 
longer available and to progress through the photo tour you need to click 
on the photos.   

In the News 
Causing a stir in San Francisco earlier this 
year  was the Wally 118; A 17,000 horse-
power, 110 Km/h, 36 metre stealth boat.  
With a price tag of $US 33 million it is a bit 
more than your average cabin cruiser.   
 

China has developed a hydrogen powered 
tram which will operate in China’s smog 
choked centres and produce virtually no emis-
sions.  The three car tram has a top speed 
just shy of 70 km/h and is able to carry 380 
passengers.  Refilling takes around three min-
utes and gives the tram a range of over 
100km.   

Japan continues to push the limits of science 
and engineering with their Maglev train which 
reached 603 km/h earlier this month.  A com-
mercial service is expected to begin operating 
between Tokyo and Nagoya in 2027, com-
pleting the 350 km trip in just 40 minutes.    
 
Lachlan Clark 

http://www.geocities.ws/signalhillrailway/index-2.html
http://www.geocities.ws/signalhillrailway/index-2.html


Boat Group 
We had a good turnout for our boating 
meeting on Wednesday the 15th of 
April with 15 boaties present on what 
was a rather cold and wet evening.   
 
Reflecting on the recent past; We had 
some boats on the pond for the recent 
party on Sunday 15th April.  This party 
was postponed from the previous Sat-
urday, so thanks to those boaties who 
made it!  The midweek boaties man-
aged to get in a couple of sessions on 
the pond before and after Easter, with up to 12 boats on the pond.  If 
you are interested in meeting with this group please contact Henry on 
488 3284 and you’ll be contacted by phone for any future sessions. 
 
Notices: Selwyn Bennett drew attention to the Train Show that is to be 
held on the last weekend in August (29th & 30th).  It is envisaged that 
the multi gauge track be running and to have some boats on the pond.  
More details later. 
 
Bits on the table & workshop:  Keith Murphy was first up as his boat 
was the biggest.  Karere is a scratch built model of a private launch 
and is approximately 1000mm LOA with a good beam.  The hull is at 
the painted stage and Keith is ready to make a start on the superstruc-
ture.  Unfortunately, he has no plans for this but only photos.  Murray 
Vince showed us a plan to a scale of 1:34 of the Norwegian ferry  
Norreborg.  This could be his next model although he is still investigat-
ing alternatives at this stage.   
 
Gordon Duel and Bill King came up with a plan for a Air-Screw 
‘Skimmer’.  This model, and their plans, have seen various develop-
ments in the Model Boats magazine over the last few years.  The sug-

gestion is to build several as a club 
project, so if you are interested in this 
type of model make contact with ei-
ther Gordon or Bill.   
 
Giam has sold his fishing boat to Sel-
wyn: so he is at present cash rich but 
boat poor and looking at his options.   
 
Continues over... 



Gary Douglas has all but finished 
his small tug St Canuta and is work-
ing on some small remaining deck 
fittings.   
 
Henry Goosselink had a box of rimu 
veneer strips 25 x 1.5 x 600mm free 
for the taking and Keith Murphy 
showed us various sanding files 
that he had made for sanding his 
models.   

Gary Douglas mentioned the poor 
performance of NI - MH batteries 
as compared to the old Nicads.  
Interestingly, the Honda Motor 
Company advises that NI - MH 
batteries must receive several 
charge - discharge cycles each 
month in order to remain in good 
condition.  Failure to do this will 
result in permanent damage to 

these batteries.  In other words NI - MH batteries can not be just left 
lying around in order to be used again at some later stage as you 
could with the old Nicads.  I understand that Nicads are best stored in 
a discharged state and they will come up to their previous capacity af-
ter a few cycles.  So in conclusion: NI - MH batteries and lead acid bat-
teries have only one thing in common: leave them laying around and 
eventually the batteries will be stuffed! 
 
For our next meeting in May we will have bits on the table.   
 
Henry Goosselink   
 
New on the pond: New to the pond is this surfer girl, bought along by 
new member Stuart Reid.  Stuart 
upgraded the radio set and motor 
after purchasing it and it now has a 
2.4gHz radio unit and a brushless 
out runner motor powered by LiPo 
batteries.   
 
“Her arm broke of so I rebuilt 
her with a bikini, rather that the less 
inspiring wet suit she had.” 



Engineering 
We had our first Wednesday Night meeting this month. That is now be-
ing the 2

nd
 Wednesday after the General Meeting.  We had a good 

turnout with about 12 members in attendance. 
 
After a quick rundown on stuff happening on committee, we moved on 
to discussion about some of the repairs needed to the outside railway. 
Allan reported that he and Gary Douglas wandered around (Photo: Be-
low), the other day and kicked a few bits and pieces and on the whole 
the railway looks good but it is time to address a few things. Our first 
Working Bee will be on Saturday the 9th of May starting at around 
10.30 am.   From then on we aim to meet on the First Saturday of each 
month.  Everyone is welcome to attend and learn a bit about what 
makes the railway tick. At the committee meeting we got approval to 
purchase material for the mainte-
nance and repairs of the railway. 
Also up for attention are the clubs’ 
electric locos. Mel Kennedy is lead-
ing the charge on this with suitable 
help from a few burly blokes to do 
the heavy lifting if needed. We ap-
pear to have plenty of spares avail-
able so we should get many years 
continued service from these locos. 
 
We are having an informal little locomotive rally on the 31

st
 May, 

Queen’s Birthday weekend. This will be open to all 5 inch and under 
steam locos. Fuel is being sponsored by our friends in Timaru so if you 
have a Tich, Juliet or whatever, and it has a boiler ticket and wheels, 
bring it along for a day of fun. Traction engines also welcome. 
 
Jim Woods is now the MEANZ rep for OMES and has set up an advi-
sory group from across the board. These people are Jim, Gary Doug-
las, Chris Kennedy, Dave McBride and Stewart Robertson.  It is felt 
that everyone has a stake in the health and safety around the place 
and that one person’s opinion is not always right. This group will advise 

the main committee on what it considers 
best practice and work with the MEANZ 
guidelines that affect our club. At the end 
of the day, we all need to do what is in 
the best interests of OMES and keep us 
all building and operating our models. 
 
Continues Over... 



Bits on the table were a bit light this time. 
Russell Clark showed us an adjustable 
angle plate (Photo: Right). Russell saw 
one at Gordon Rustbatch’s place and 
thought, “I’d like one of those” and bor-
rowed Gordon’s patterns to get a pair 
cast. However, as is the model engineer-
ing way, Geoff French showed up at Rus-
sell’s with a spare pair of castings in his 
hot little hand. So after a few days on the 
mill and surface grinder, a fine item was 
produced. Gordon was also able to help 
out with a homemade tee slot cutter. An-
other great example of people working 
together for the greater good. 
 
Jim showed a part from a recently de-
commissioned electron microscope 
(Photos: Right). This was a part that held 
samples and focused the beams and X-
rays. It was made in Japan and the work-
manship was exceptional to look at. 
 
Next month’s meeting will be at the 
Otago Centre of Electron Microscopy in 
the Lindo Ferguson Building of the Otago 
Medical School. If you wish to come, con-
tact Jim as space is limited.  This is a 
chance to see the new Cryo Electron Mi-
croscope and some other interesting 
stuff. See the YouTube link below.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=XLSJlfyNJIM  

 
DRO 

John Rappard’s DXR 
As a side note to the earlier re-
port on the Signal hill railway, 
John’s 5” gauge Trans Rail DXR 
class loco now resides with 
Colin Winter.  Colin is currently 
looking into his options for 
speed controllers and batteries 
in order to get it running again.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XLSJlfyNJIM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XLSJlfyNJIM


Scale Railway 
Not so much to report this month with 
discussion at our meeting being cen-
tered on the train show to be held on the 
weekend of August 29-30. We intend to 
hold the show using both our club facili-
ties and the scout hall. Topics discussed 
included ticketing for the dual venues, 
admission prices, potential sales table 
charges for vendors, advertising, and 
production of forms for entry of layouts 
and selling second hand items.  
 
Geoff Murray brought along a scale rule (4mm to the foot = ‘OO’ scale) 
that he had found at home. Useful for translating prototype measure-
ments into equivalent model size, although most of us might use a cal-
culator or computer these days! He also displayed a Hornby uncou-
pling rail, which he thought not to be useful. It is a sprung ramp and 
was intended for use with Hornby tension lock couplings, so that a 
train being pulled could pass over the ramp without being uncoupled. 
Stopping would release the couplings between wagons over the ramp. 
With non- tension lock couplings, the loco just parts company from the 
rest of the train! 
 
John Knight mentioned that some model railway clubs in the U.K. have 
purchased a laser cutter (for wood) and inquired if anyone had seen 
these for sale. Maybe one could be useful for the club? He also 
brought along a Martin Finney kit for a 3500 gallon Hawkswood tender. 
However there is more to it than meets the eye. The tender was or-
dered over 8 months ago and was thought not to be coming, so a sec-
ond tender, a Malcolm Mitchell kit was ordered. Of course, the Finney 
then the Mitchell tender both turned up in his postbox! The Mitchell kit 
is of high quality being made in “half-etched” brass and has working 
sprung axle boxes. This is to go with his GWR Mogul 2-6-0 locomotive 
kit purchased partly completed at 
auction and noted in Conrod Oc-
tober 2014. John has since made 
progress with the construction of 
this loco to a high standard. It will 
make an excellent model when it 
and the tender are completed. 
 
Continues Over... 



One item unrelated to model railway 
and a superb example of model en-
gineering, was seen by Brian Niven 
at the Classic Fighters airshow in 
Blenheim over Easter.  It was a ¼ 
scale model of a 1913 100HP 
Gnome rotary monosoupape (single 
valve) aero engine. It has been 
made by Ken McIntyre of the Blen-
heim club and is similar to the Bent-
ley motor that Charlie Crossan re-
cently restored for the RNZAF mu-
seum at Wigram (Conrod March, 
2014).  Most of you will know that 
Ken has been a keen supporter of 
our club and festival weeks over 
many years. Details given were : 9 
cylinder, 64 cc, compression ratio 
5:1, Ignition : 6 volt points and coil, 
Lubrication : Castor R30 force fed by 
oil pump, Fuel : 98 Octane, Propeller 
size 10 x 560 (22”). Build to running 
time was 1900 hours, with running 
speed 1200-1250 rpm.  Fullsize 
Gnome motors powered the Sopwith 
Camel (replica seen flying), and 
some Nieuport aircraft, among oth-
ers, in the First World War.  
 
Brian Niven 

Tether Cars 
On Wednesday night after work I boarded a plane bound for Auckland 
then on to Brisbane, arriving around 11.30pm Australian time. After be-
ing met by Ron and Bev, I was taken to their place for a sleep then it 
was an early morning start for the Minnippi Park car track. 
 
It was great meeting up with the other 
Australian members and the interna-
tional competitors, some of which I 
had not met since I competed in the 
world champs in Basel in 2012. 

 
Continues Over…   
 



Practice: For the A grade car I 
just wanted to check that it 
was going to go, so I pushed it 
off and away it went. I decided 
to cut it off when it got to 200 
km/h - I said to myself that's 
fine for tomorrow. 
 
The Hot Rod 002 is the first car I made with a lot of help from the 
Queensland Miniature Race Car Club; especially Doug Harding. I had 
done some fine tuning/cleaning since running it on our track. After ad-
vice from a friend in Australia, who suggested maybe try new ceramic 
bearings, which I did, I completed a few test runs and thought, yes, 
everything was fine for my nominated speed. 
 
Race day  
A grade 3.5cc Class: First off the grid was Mart Sepp, the maker of my 
car, and yes what I expected. Matt lifted the speed to a new world re-
cord of 296.333 km/h. Well done Mart! 
 
Then it was me, not my personal best but I felt it was a respectable 
speed of 284.810 km/h.  After all the runs this put me in second place 
in the 3.5cc A Grade class. I was happy with that. Third place went to 
Oliver Monk from the United Kingdom with a speed of 274.683 km/h. 
This was a new British Record. 
 
Nominated Speed Event: Off it went and to my astonishment it went 
well. So well, I seemed to forget about my nominated speed of 164. I 
thought I’ve got to see what this car can really do. To my surprise it 
ended up at 177.654 km/h. No good for the nominated speed part but I 
was happy with the result as it proved how fast it could actually go.   I 
ended up coming in 6

th
 place in the nominated speed competition. 

 
It was a great weekend and 
thanks must go to the Queen-
sland Miniature Race car club 
for the great hospitality they 
provided. I arrived home on 
Tuesday night then back to 
work on the Wednesday morn-
ing. 
 
Chris Kennedy 
 



Notice Board 
For Sale: Otago Boys High School has two lathes 
for sale: A Hercus 260 and a Box lathe. About 30-
36” between centres as far as is known.   
 
Further details can be obtained by contacting Greg, 
who is a teacher at the school, on 0275683796.  
 
Working Bee:  The Engineering group are holding their first working 
bee on Saturday the 9th of May, starting at around 10.30am.   
 
Steam Weekend:  A running day for small steam locos is being held on  
Sunday 31 May.  This event is open to all steam locos 5” gauge and 
under.  Dust off those small locos and try the new Welsh Steam Coal 
supplied by Hayden of Timaru.  Contact Jim for more details.     
 
Subs:  Reminder that subs are now due.  Get in before June 8th to re-
ceive the prompt payment discount.   

 
Railway Opening:  Congratulations to 
Russell and Lynley Arnott who christened 
their new railway in Geraldine on the 2nd 
of May. Well done, a truly wonderful rail-
way!  More on this next month.       

More photos from Signal 
Hill Railway: Des with Butch 
climbing the gradient from 
the road crossing; Tom with 
Royal Scott heading 
through the steaming bays; 
Des with Sweet Pea enter-
ing the steaming bays. 



Sender: 
 
Otago Model Engineering Society 
1 John Wilson Drive 
 
P.O. BOX 2163 
South Dunedin 

Health and Safety Report 
 
 
Spotted at a recent club working bee.   


