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President Report
The Model Train Expo last weekend was quite a success with its
fourteen layouts and enjoyable
atmosphere. Despite the lessthan favourable weather there
were no hiccups and the show grossed over $2,400. Grateful
thanks are due to many – too many to name here – especially to
the steamies and boaties for braving the elements and providing
entertainment outside in the cold and wet. It was pleasing to
see all three groups co-operating on our joint endeavour, and to
renew acquaintance with members whom we seldom see but
who made the effort to come and help out.
Thanks especially to Colin Downing, the glazing film has been
fitted to all the windows on the street-side of the clubrooms and
has enhanced the appearance, privacy, security and UV protection of the premises. Care needs
to be taken to look after the film,
especially regarding cleaning.
Just as the outside track has accumulated serious corrosion over
time it has been discovered that
the roller-door on the steamingup shed is disintegrating and
needs urgent replacement. The
intention is to install a normal-height garage-door (2.4 m), and
wall up the space above. Look for the safety-warning elsewhere
in the magazine. Hopefully the September
General Meeting will approve the expense and
the new door can be put in promptly. Two
quotes have already been received.
The Day-Controller refresher session on the
last Sunday of this month (club running-day) is
for everyone on the roster. All welcome as the
more the merrier and the less work required of
everyone.
The MEANZ audit procedure requires us to have a list of qualified first-aiders so it would be good if all those who have a current first-aid certificate would offer themselves for this. The
Committee has decided against
having a specific OMES course but
anyone who is doing a course at
their own expense and is willing to
be on the list could be reimbursed
50% of the cost by the club.
Continues Over.....
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Last chance this month as far as the Committee is concerned to organise a function to commemorate the 80th anniversary of the founding
of the society, though of course if someone did subsequently offer to
organise something we would be both surprised and grateful. Of
greater significance is the need to begin thinking about next year's
Festival Week so we urge you to consider how you'll be involved.
The August Committee Meeting ended
with a long and animated discussion on
the subject of the existing club electric
locos, especially the state of their batteries and whether OMES needs to purchase a third loco (at least as a back up).
We have the opportunity to buy back
Colin Downing's loco from the original
club project which would give us three
locos all with the same parts, and we still have the options Andrew
Douglas offered us at the beginning of this year, though at a less favourable price owing to currency fluctuations. This is certainly a contentious subject which needs to be resolved once and for all. The bottom line is that we cannot afford to run out of locomotive power during
a major event as these along with Festival Week are our bread and
butter. Therefore there will not be a speaker at the September General Meeting as we will have a full and definitive discussion on all the
ins and outs of the matter. Please attend this meeting and have your
say, or if you can't make it but do have something to contribute arrange for another member to speak on your behalf. The more who are
present the stronger the resolution of the question. And wouldn't it be
a good way to end the Meeting by unwinding to lots of Bits on the Table?
Michael Forrest.

OMES Members Refresher Training day
1.00pm, 27th September
Book this day in guys and gals. We are holding a training day to re-familiarise all
members, whether on the roster or not, on health and safety aspects when opening
the club for the public, or just for yourself. If you are on the roster, it is important you
attend. We will be looking at how the club’s operation rules affect us, what hazards
and trouble to look for, fire fighting and whole heaps of other stuff that you may not
even know you need to know in this day
and age. We are also looking for people
with First Aid certificates who could put
their name onto a list of people within
the club with this qualification. Afterwards we will have a few bits to eat and
drinks.
Thanks,
Jim Woods

Editors Desk
With the days getting longer and Spring having arrived
we can look back at a very productive winter. Despite
snow, floods, and ice a lot had been achieved over the
last few of months. Track repairs on the outside railway
are progressing, the skimmer project is displaying the
constant development that is to be expected from a
model engineering club, safety improvements to the car track have been investigated, and the Model Train Expo went off despite the weather. Thanks must go to
the organising committee for this event for making it happen and bringing it all together. I know a few members finished the weekend with a slightly larger model
collection than they started with. Outside, the cold wind and rain didn’t make running loco’s a very pleasant experience but the advantage of steam trains means at
least you always have warm hands. Pictured below is Mel’s patented steam raising blower silencer as demonstrated at the train expo.
The club rooms have not gone without attention thanks,
in part, to the tireless efforts of the Thursday Toilers.
Window frames have been painted and windows prepped
for the tinting. Winter hasn’t stopped things getting done
outside either. Pictured on page two is Bob Newbury, supervised by Garry and Murray, fixing the hand rail on the
over bridge.
We now can look forward to a productive spring!
In the News
The fuel crisis has been solved. Well, not quite yet. Audi, the car manufacturer,
has teamed up with sustainable energy company Sunfire, to synthetically produce
diesel called ‘Blue Crude’. The process involves turning water into hydrogen
(electrolysis) and then combining the hydrogen with carbon dioxide. After a bit of
science takes place you are left with is a very pure diesel fuel. At present the process is still relatively expensive to undertake. With a bit of refinement the fuel is expected to sell for around 1.00 to 1.50 euro or $2.60 NZD per litre. (Source: Interesting Engineering)
***
For many Lego is a great entry into the world
of modelling. Most move on from Lego's restrictive cube shape in favour of more flexible
materials. Not so for Scottish fisherman Jim
McDonough who has just completed a huge 24
foot long scale replica of the USS Missouri.
The model is 1:40 scale and took three years
to build. He used no glue in the project either,
saying “I don’t use glue and everything can be
taken apart,” “If you go to Legoland it’s all
glued together, which to me is cheating because anyone can glue stuff together.” (Source: Lego Forum)
Continues Over.....

From the Archives
The year was 1956 and only two decades prior
the club was in it’s infancy. The first two decades
of the clubs existence saw a great amount of
growth including the construction of the steam
track, model railway, club rooms, car track and
steaming shed. All this occurred while the world
was fighting, and recovering from, World War
Two. 1956 also saw the acquisition of a full size
8 ton Fowler Traction Engine. This engine,
known as Woozle, was used for many years at
festival weeks to power the live steam stationary
engines in the hall. It made many appearances
in the paper including during Dunedin’s 150th anniversary and during it’s epic trip across Three
Mile Hill Road to the Taieri Air Show in 1985
where hundreds lined the street to see it alongside the Early Settlers Burrell traction engine.
(Photo Left: Passing St Mary School on the way
to the Air Show 29 March 1985; Photo Top: Traction Engine just after acquisition 1956)
Lachlan Clark

Notice Board
Steaming Shed Roller Door
Because of the hazardous state of the roller door to the
steaming up shed, due to severe corrosion, the existing
door is NOT to be used at all, lest a serious accident occur. Entry to the shed is of course still possible through
the side door. The intention is to install a normal height garage door, and wall in the
space above, which should be accomplished in about three weeks.
Bookings
Date

Crew

Time

# Attn

Event

7th November

All Day

OMES Steam Trials

8th November

All Day

OMES Steam Trials

28th November

12

100

Christmas Party - Lodge

4th December

TT

50

Christmas Party - Wild Things

7th December

TT

50

Christmas Party - DCCCA

9th December

TT

50

Christmas Party - DCCCA

For Sale
1 X Brass sheet, 32” x 30” x 18g $50.00
1 X Pressure gauge (new), 1” Dia, 0 - 100psi, $40.00
Contact Allan Stevens
Ph: 455 8665
For Sale
Children's Book ‘Custard and Carriages’ by Jessica McGravey
30 page, A5, Soft cover
$17.50 plus postage
To order email harperlee.mcgarvey@gmail.com

Boating Group Report
For our August meeting we had 16 members present.
For our June meeting we had 15 members present and the following notices were given.

Notices
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Midweek Boating
A number of members managed to do
some boating, making the most of a
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Also working on the skimmer project is Murray Wright. Testing propeller options, sourcing 2 and 3 pin conpilot boat). Gordon Duell brought along two mortise gauges
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Continues Over.....

Henry Goosselink

Murray Wright had an assortment of flashing
LED lighting units including one fitted to police cars. Some of these have a range of
programs that can be selected for different
flashing options. He also showed us various
switches for servo or speed controllers and a
controlled voltage output unit to draw from
any low voltage source and deliver 12v constant at up to 1 amp.
Hamish Tyson had glassed his hull of the New Zealand Navy training ship "Moa".
He intends to power the model with an ex telecom "Sacem" motor driving two prop
shafts through a gearbox. Hamish has also been to Ashburton and Christchurch
for a weekend of steam trains which he
found most satisfying.
Murray Vince has made the prop shafts
and tubes, along with oilers and bearings
and run them in on the lathe using ‘Brasso”
as the bedding in agent. These shafts and
tubes will be fitted into his new model of
"Stockholm Strom 2". This is a double
ended vessel with propeller and rubber at
each end.
Ron Johnson has painted the hull of his
solar powered row boat and also made the
oars and their pivots. John Anderson is
contemplating what alterations to make to
his mini yacht (OAL 200mm) in order to improve its sailing performance. Bruce
Milne has made a fresh start on his pilot boat, a model that he first started a few
years ago.
Henry Goosselink has been working on the frontage of his house, replacing
Weatherside cladding with Hardy planks and painting the north facing front in
preparation for having tilting solar panels fitted.
Giam Cole is still interested in purchasing a scale model boat, preferably about
600mm long. Anyone considering selling such a scale model please contact
Henry Goosselink on 03 4883284.
Next Meeting
We will have bits on the table and development of line
drawing.
Henry Goosselink
(Photos: John Anderson)

Scale Railway
Our usual contributor, Brian Niven, was in Canada on holiday with a
group from Southland. We hope to hear from him about this, particularly the train trips at some time. In Brian’s absence Craig MacDonell took notes at our August meeting at which most of the time
was spent finalising details of the Model Train Expo which has now been and
gone.
The show was a success in every way except financial, although we didn’t lose
money we didn’t make as much profit as we had hoped. We hope that this was
mainly due to the atrocious weather which kept every one cold especially those
brave enough to operate the multi-gauge railway outside.
The Venturer Scouts Group put on a sausage sizzle but in those conditions that
wasn’t too successful either and they retired gracefully, not to reappear on Sunday.
Below is a list of the layouts and Traders that
took part and a big “THANK YOU” is due to
them for making the weekend very enjoyable.
Selwyn Bennett deserves a good pat on the
back for suggesting the show in the first place
and for doing all the work required to put it all
together and another special thank you to Colin
Winter for his magnificent scones straight from
the new oven. The scones were a marvellous
surprise on Saturday and an even better surprise when he did it all again on Sunday.
0 – 4 – 0 Models
Models 4 U
Coast Models & Miniatures
Tiny trains
1:72 Motocross
Shelf Life
Raurimu Spiral
Riley Town
Abbotsdale
Now You See It’
Live Steam G scale
Almost Anywhere “HO”
Anywhere Else “N”
GWR (Great Way Round)
U drive a train.
Erehwon
Stoney River Junction
Pemberton Timber Railway

Proprietor - Tom Frew
Proprietor - Roger Harrington
Proprietor - Brenton Golder
Presented by Stuart Reid
Presented by Stuart Reid
Presented by Graham Baker
Presented by Brian McCurdy
Presented by Riley & Selwyn Bennett
Presented by John Knight
Presented by OMES
Presented by John Clover
Presented by OMES
Presented by OMES
Presented by James Tamis
Presented by OMES
Presented by Fergus Chalmers
Presented by Andrew Snodgrass
Presented by Lochland Snodgrass

My layout, Abbotsdale is a full time occupation to operate so I am hoping that
someone has taken some pictures for Lachlan to include in the Conrod.
Continues Over.....

Bits on Table at the August meeting included two locos that are under construction and a selection of scenic materials. Both of these locos were in the
display case at the show in their semifinished state.
Giam Cole- Roundhouse HO Shay kit,
difficult to make however good clear instructions when compared to John
Knight’s kit.
John Knight, P4 Greyhound this was
built from a Falcon Brass etched kit and
required a fair bit of modification and
extra bits and pieces for completion.
The instructions with these kits is rudimentary to say the least.
Discussion followed on mainly Mashima
can motors, this led onto DCC Decoder
pack purchases and further discussion
on importation of model materials and
Mr Key’s hints towards future GST…
James Tamis showed purchases from
Christchurch model shops (Ironhorse
and Acorn), scenery materials to make
bushes/trees. Scenic Textures (from
former member, now in Wellington) and
Woodland Scenics (stretchy foliage).
Also next year’s calendar with Kingston
Flyer on front cover (overseas calendar,
USA Made in China). Beekeeper with
only 1 hive, more more required he’s
not sure how to make the bees.
We finished the evening with a Video
provided by Geoff Murray
“Total
Steam”. Some of the highlights were:
Ub on West Coast Express Christchurch-Greymouth-Hokitika, JA’s on
South Island Limited, Kb’s on Midland,
and the Karanagahapy Gorge…
Craig MacDonell & John Knight
(Photos: Lachlan Clark)
(Photos on next page courtesy of Graham Pritchard)

Tether Cars
Unfortunately no tethered car running over the weekend of “The
Model Train Expo” due to weather, but a big thanks has to go out to
all of those turning up on the previous Saturday to prepare the track
and an extra thanks to Colin Winter (OMES’s new
master chef) for organizing the “hot scones” and
making morning tea, a great start to a working
bee.
As most members know Chris Kennedy arrived
back a couple of weeks ago from Australia. After
attending the “2015 QMRCC Anniversary Tether
Car Championships” once again with a 1st place
for the 3.5cc A grade. With a speed of 275km/h
he was a bit disappointed; really don’t know why when you can beat the 2nd place
getter by over 45km/h, think there may be some handicapping on his car next
time? Chris also had a 7th in the nominated speed section with the 3.45cc hot rod.
Talking about Australia, Hamish Tyson has just received his new 3.5cc Axe Rossi
powered M class car built in Australia by Wayne Burns (Pictured below). This car
has already run in excess of 170km/h before leaving Australia, so we’ll be looking
forward to seeing it on our track soon. It also may require some handicapping if
too much faster than the other project cars.
That’s about all for now, looking forward to the
improvement in weather and some good run
days.
Murray Wright
(Photos Chris Kennedy and Lachlan Clark)

Engineering Group
We had a good turnout for our August meeting. It seems Monday nights are better suited for most so remember, Engineering
are now back to meeting on the third Monday of the month!
Concerns were raised at the general meeting about the electric locos ability to
cope with the coming party season. This was discussed and Engineering Group
are looking into these concerns. By the time you read this we will be in the process of getting the batteries tested so the locos may be out of action for a few
days. This should give us a definitive answer as to whether the batteries need
replacing. The current batteries have lasted 5 years which is what the experts
have told us to expect. We are also looking into the possibility of different types of
deep cycle batteries and chargers which could give better running performance.
Watch this space. We also intend to look into any other potential faults or issues
in the near future. The 18 to 24 month timeline is to potentially look at a full overhaul but until a full inspection has been carried out it is
unclear exactly what this will entail.
Material has been arriving for the track tie replacement.
Ken Da Rin has been cutting up the threaded rod and
the September working bee saw about a quarter of the
plates cut and drilled. As always Colin Winter keep us
nourished, this time with pikets, whipped cream and
jam. Thanks Colin. There is also some wood to be replaced around the track and an air cylinder to be installed under the platform to solve the problematic station point. Working bees will continue on the first Saturday of the month so come out and enjoy the company!
Also discussed was a height extension to the tether car
safety fence. This was suggested by our Australian visitors at Festival Week in order to protect people standing
on the over bridge. This is still being looked into but will
likely consist of chain mesh being added to the top of
the fence on the south side of the track.
The Little Train Expo also saw the demise of the roller
door on the Steaming Shed. The salt air has not been
kind to it. This is not to be used as poses a high risk to
people if it jams, as it has been doing.
Round the workshops showed many members have had
a busy month. Allan Stevens is still dealing with the aftermath of flooding which
hit Dunedin a few months back and is preparing his workshop for relining.
Geoff French brought along some reamers which he had purchased on Ebay.
They were carbide tipped and Geoff explained that he won them by surprise with
a bid of $5. Unfortunately the postage was over ten times as much! On top of
this he showed a very neat little clamp. He has also been busy in his workshop
too, finishing off his bits for his Rail Motor tender.
Continues Over.....

Russell Clark had an indexing head he had made for the tool and cutter grinder he
is working on. It is able to hold round and square cutters like tool steel and end
mills so they can be ground and sharpened.
Murray Wright has been busy working on a few different projects including the air
boat. He has also been working with Gordon Duel, looking at a new top for his
tether car. Murray also reported on Chris Kennedy's progress in Australia, taking
out the 3.5cc a grade class with a speed of 275km/h. Well done Chris! Murray
also informed us that Hamish Tyson has purchased a tether car from Australia
which did 170 km/h on its test run. We are looking forward to seeing it on our
track soon.
Another new model in the club this
month is Brian Wolf’s 5” Class 66
(Pictured right). This was on display at
the Little Train Expo fresh from its arrival
from the UK just two days prior. A impressive looking locomotive, we are
looking forward to seeing on the track!
Colin Winter has been busy sorting out
a work bench for his garage and mucking around with the old Wolseley. Colin
also shared an Australian tool supplier which he had found useful in getting odd
taps and dies. You can find them here http://www.lprtoolmakers.com.au/ .
On top of all this we sorted out the problems associated with foreign call centres,
customer service at the bank, and the local economy so it was a very productive
evening. See you all at the next meeting on the 21st of September. I will try to
remember my camera next time!
Lachlan Clark

Members Projects
Kevin Gamble has started a new
project this month in the form of a
1950’s fishing boat.

Jim Woods has been working on the tanks for
the Isle of Man loco he is working on. Pictured
right is part of the tank which is carved out to
clear the driving wheel. It has been silver soldered and sandblasted (for paint adhesion).
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