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PRESIDENTS REPORT
Well unfortunately the weather was against us this year during
Festival Week but it was encouraging to see the public still turning
up on the good days that were on offer. This indicates to me that
there is still a high degree of public interest in what we do and offer
for entertainment.
Once again I would like to thank Michael and the Organising
Committee for their efforts.
You will be aware that the Societies Annual General Meeting is to
be held on Monday 9th March.
This is a good time for all members to reflect on the past year and
what has been achieved to date. We also need to consider what we
hope to achieve as a club in the coming year and how we as
members can contribute to achieving these goals. I would like to
encourage all members to attend the AGM, as this is your
opportunity to ensure that you have your say on the ongoing
direction and development of our club
As I am sure most of you are aware I am not standing for reelection as President this year. I would like to thank all members
who have supported me during the last 18 months since taking over
from Terry Smith.
To all the members who have taken the time to ring or send
messages of support since Raelene’s diagnosis I thank you all.
Regards Brian
The secretary would like to receive all notices of motion for the
Annual General Meeting by Sunday 1st March.
Receipt of Notices by this time will enable them to be included
in the Notice for the Annual General Meeting and members to
have time to consider them before the AGM.
The Notice and proposed Agenda for the AGM will be
published and on the club notice board on the 2nd March.
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SCALE RAILWAY
At our last meeting there was some discussion
on the possibility of using some of the available
space in the grass area beside the pond and
enclosed by the multi-gauge track for a narrow
gauge model railway. John Clover had looked
into the terrain conditions and proposed that
some cuttings, perhaps a tunnel and some sort
of bridge structures would be needed to cope
with the sloping ground. Dual gauges of 32mm
and 45mm were suggested as these are the
common sizes used for models of around 7mm
to 9mm to the foot scale. Steel track could be
made cheaply and rust wouldn’t be a problem if
trains were not electrically powered from the
track. Selwyn Bennett brought up the
possibility of having a train show at the club
this year, but we may not have sufficient
suitable layouts available, and it possibly may
be a little late this year to organize.
Bits on the Table
John Clover brought along a cutter for
Styrofoam driven by two 1.5v batteries. John
hadn’t tried this, and there was some question
on how long the batteries would last!
James Tamis had purchased a pack of black
straws in a $2 style shop which he will convert
into pipe loads for his OO wagons. He also
displayed the body for a SW1500 American
switcher to be used for a club loco. He had
cleaned it up and sprayed it grey, undecaled as
yet. Asked if the members would prefer it in a
blue colour, the answer was that it looked good
as is. The loco number is to be 1536 – 15 for
1500 class plus the last digits of 1936, the year
in which our club was founded.
In the Feb Conrod we reported that Ferg
Chalmers had asked about how to re-gauge his
Hornby Silver Seal wheels, which have metal
tyres pressed onto plastic wheel and axle
assemblies.

GROUP GET TOGETHERS
Boat Group Wednesday Following the General
Meeting 7.30pm
Engineering Third Monday 7.30pm
Scale Railway Each Tuesday 7.30pm
Thursday Toilers 9.30 am to 4pm Weekly

His simple solution is to use a washer with an
internal hole diameter having just the correct size to
support the metal rim. Cut a slot for the axle to pass
through and support the assembly on vice jaws.
Push gently on the plastic centre and presto! - Tyre
can be moved about 0.5mm outwards - enough to
bring the wheel set into gauge.
Festival Week
Generally our Exhibition running on went well with
good displays for the different prototypes on both
N and OO/HO layouts. We did have one hitch – the
N scale stopped dead during one session for no
apparent reason, and it was thought possibly to be
due to the connection with the OO/HO installation,
so that was disconnected for the week. However,
recently similar problems have surfaced with one of
the N scale locos: it seems that a ropey decoder in
this loco may be the culprit. Our thanks and
commiserations go to John Clover for braving the
cold conditions and running his narrow gauge
layout outside on the non-rain days during the
week.
By Brian Niven

John Clover’s Little Garden Live Steamer “Bertie”
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Scenes from Scale Railway’s Festival Display

A busy looking Roundhouse on the HO layout
Two happy N-gauge operators; John and Murray

James and Marcelo operate a very busy looking HO
Layout

View of the N-gauge layout.

NEXT MEETING
MONDAY
AGM 9th March Clubrooms
7.30pm
Scene from the front of the N-gauge layout
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Some
of the members
at May
running day
Engineering
Group
News
Festival week is done and I would like to thank all
those that helped out over the week. The
engineering display was well talked about as well
as the display on track. Thanks to the members that
were able to run their trains during the week and
the cars on the car track. It’s great to have the
visitors from Oz over again to support us and help
the team move forward with lots of information on
getting more speed and reliable runs.
On Thursday we had the chance to see Bevan’s
new steam loco on the track. Apart from a few
teething problems he managed to get a lap done
with the help of about 10 onlookers and advice
coming from all directions. Actually I don’t know
if the onlookers helped or hindered but all were
having a good time. The loco sounds nice running
and looks good. I’m sure once he’s works trough
the problems it will be a great running loco.
There was going to be some steam running in
Timaru next month but this has been cancelled due
to the dry weather. There is a notice on the black
board at the club rooms near the kitchen.
I hope by the time you get this there was some
more running on Tethered Car Track. With some of
the members getting them ready before going over
to Oz to compete in April.
Information on the new loco is coming together and
I hope to have something ready for the next
meeting. As most of you are aware I will be
heading back overseas in the next couple of weeks,
and I would like to thank all those members that
supported me during my time as group leader. Well
that’s it until next time.

Bevan and his new loco
By Andrew Douglas

TETHER CAR 2015 FESTIVAL WEEK
REPORT
After the mid-week working bee on the track and
area, everyone was looking forward to the
weekend, but as we know the “gods” had other
ideas, so Saturday had to be postponed due to the
weather conditions. Sunday morning it was great
to see the sun; four cars were on the track all day,
posting some really good times. Gordon Rusbatch
recorded the fastest time of the day 151.03kph
with his hot rod and the other club project
Maserati’s all up around 120 -135kph.
Looking forward to the arrival of the Aussies for
the Waitangi Weekend the “gods” again had
different ideas; Friday also had to be postponed
due to the weather.
With the arrival on Friday of John Walker and Ron
Clydesdale from Australia, a lot of time was spent
drinking coffee, discussing track, safety
procedures and car modifications, we all benefited
from their vast experience.
Saturday the weather cleared. A full day of racing
with nine cars on the track, running under a
”Nominated Speed” competition where the driver
nominates what speed they think the car will run,
the winner being closest to that speed. Fastest
speed of the day was Ron with a speed of over
160kph.
On Sunday, nine cars were run again under
“Nominated Speed” format although everyone was
still trying to get their cars going faster. Ron again
had fastest time of the day, at just over 170kph and
Gordon recording a speed of 164.4kph, the fastest
his Hot Rod has ever achieved, so we guess it will
be called an “OMES track club record.” At the end
of the day all results were calibrated and trophies
presented.
The “Trans-Tasman Trophy” went to Colin
Downing with a Speed of 124.97kph, a difference
of 0.03sec. Second place to Jon Winton,
126.39kph a difference of 0.09sec. Third place to
Ron Clydesdale, 135.92kph a difference of
0.17sec.
The “Shit Happens Trophy” was presented to
Murray Wright for “a few” mechanical problems
over the weekends.
So all trophies still remain with “TEAM OMES”.
Cont.page 5
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At the end of the week, we still had all cars
running, which shows the cars have become more
reliable while also increasing their speeds.
A big thanks to all for the help preparing the track,
Ron, Bev, John and Pat for coming over, (and
trying to tell us a “cheese roll” is only a “toasted
sandwich”) Russell for all three days being in the
centre heat horsing, Mel for official time keeping
and race controller and everyone for making this a
very successful and enjoyable festival week.
By Murray Wright
Race Day Organizer
Busy looking scene from the pits

Happy band of Tethered Car Enthusiasts
Our two Australian friends are John Walker 3rd
from left in the back row and Ron Clydesdale front
row middle. Great to see these two blokes visiting
us again this year and adding their encouragement
and expertise to the Tethered Car Group

Line up of Tethered cars that were on display

Australian in T-shirt –Ron is living proof
that Dunedin is the Riviera of the South

“I know the speed is in there I saw it this
morning”
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BOAT GROUP REPORT
The February group night was attended by 12
members and the evening started with the
following notices.
1) Welcome to a new member Stuart Reid.
2) Members were advised of Mrs McCurdy’s
recent diagnosis.
3) A vote of thanks to all the boating group
members who helped out during Festival Week
and also filled gaps left by the Engineering
Group on the first weekend
4) There will be a special meeting; to be
followed by the AGM next month. All members
are requested to attend these two important
meetings
Bits on the table
Barry Stoddart had a clean out and had placed
a box of motors etc on the table free and for the
taking.
Murray Wright has given himself an early
Christmas present in the form of a new 2.4GHz
Transmitter. The unit has 16 channels, a 60
model memory, expandable with a memory card
or stick or whatever. It requires a computer to
program it.
Henry Goosselink presented his all but finished
Scottish Coaster which he was given several
years ago. He has also been working on the
Warship LO 6 Avon Vale donated to the club by
a Mrs K.Gilmore. Henry has spent many hours
cleaning the deck etc with small paint brushes to
remove many years of accumulated cats fur, dirt
and grime plus dust. He also had to glue back
several small fittings and rails. The members
present asked him to continue the work and fit in
some radio gear etc so as the model could be
used by club members on our pond.
Apart from preparing models for Festival Week
and some members exercising their green finger,
not a great deal has been happening in our
workshops.
For the March Meeting of the Boat Group it is
intended to start with boats on the pond from
6.30pm onwards, to be followed by our meeting
inside. This proposal is, of course, weather
dependant.
By Henry Goosselink

Model Warship LO6 “Avon Vale” donated by
Mrs Gilmore

Henri presents his Scottish Coaster to the
members

Another view of Henry’s Scottish Coaster
Cont page 7
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Craig operating the Editors B-Jax
Murray’s new transmitter 16 channels and
storage memory for up to 60 different models.
Big learning curve here I would suggest-Ed
Scenes From Festival Week

Vintage Machinery Club’s display
Ron cheerfully selling tickets at the door

Brian who put so many hours in as Hall Steward

Operators and boats on the pond
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The Bentley Rotary Aero Engine
that Charlie Crossan has
completed. A very fine looking
model indeed and yes it runs
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